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The Society nows now updaing its original document released in September 2016. The original
version was sent to the WHBC Planning Department and the councillor responsible for the planning
portfolio. No comment or acknowledgement was received back. The document was also sasmitted
part of the Society'sdraft Local Plan submission in October 2016. The Society has indicated it
wishes to make representations at the Independent Planning Inspectors hearing in 2017.

What's new in version 2.0?

We have obtained a collection of ovaghty photographs dating from 194984. These depict Cole

Green Tip in operation and show what went on at various locations across the entire site. They show
the scale of the refuse landfill operatioit, is possible to ascertain the approximate looatiof

some of the photos. The cover photograph from 1980 perhaps best ilustrates activities at the site not
very long before it was closed and covered over. The gtaghsare provided to us for free

distribution under the Open Government Licence.

You will find a selection of these photographs and a map showing what we believe to be the
approximate locations they were takeelow. We cannot be certain of the accuracy of the locations
due to the passage of time howevEnese locations al fall within Tenac's Birchall Garden Suburb
development.

Since version 1.0 of this paper the Welwyn Hatfield Draft Local Plan consultation has closed and
submissions into it by Tarmac, the laodner, are now available to view here:

https://tinyurl.com/tarmacbgs2016

1. Context

The Welwyn Garden City Society is concerned about what may be lying beneath the surface on the land
variously referred to by Welwyn Hatfield Borough Couneiiriousya s 6 WGE5 & S.D B thig o
documentwe refer to it as WGC 5The current landowners are promoting this site as a large housing
devel opment and country park as part of the Welw
this development WwWauldGhed&no®obasb®Birc

Our research suggests that a significant part of the land was used as an open dumping ground for waste from
London and the locale for around 70 years but, unfortunately, it is currently unclear as to what was actually
deposited therever these decades.

This document presents what information the Society has been able to gather about the site and asks anyon:
with further and perhaps more detailed information, or from their own recollections of operations there, to
contact the Societhy emailingwgcsociety@live.conthe information gathered from research conducted so

far is set out below and is provided in good faith. We must add a disclaimer that we cannot guarantee i is
100% accurate antl is definitely not 100% complete. However, we see this document as a catalyst for a
broader discussion about the site as it may now become a place where people live and children play and attenc
school.

In that context, we believe every check shouldntede to ensure that any risk posed to human health by
whatever lies beneath the ground should be properly investigated by those bearing that responsibility. There
is no doubt that there is more to be found allieit thatthe information that follows is already in the public
domain. East Herts District Council and Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council will be advancing their plans,
hopefully together, for this large swathe of green belt land.

Today, it is undulating green s and young woodland, but with the reduced environmental regulation and
record keeping of less enlightened times, what lies beneath is a question that needs thorough investigation anc
consideration. Below is ailustrative master plan from the developgfarmac, who now own the site after a
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recent restructure and reorganisation of the former parent company, Lafarge Tarmac. Tarmac's ilustrative site
plan is also available on line ahttp//www.tarmac.com/media/957187/birchgdirdensuburbboardsl-

10.pdf
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The Society undertook a search of the Environment Agency's (EA) records for the site. We obtained an EA
map showinghe former landfil site. This covers almost exactly the same area as the proposed Birchall
Garden Suburb site, with the A414 bordering siouth and east of both maps.


http://www.tarmac.com/media/957187/birchall-garden-suburb-boards-1-10.pdf
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The EA map below shows the former landfil areas shaded green. On top of the green area we have added
circular areas shaded in red. Within these areas there are picture reference numbers.

The picture numbers relate to a sigphotographs, recently obtained, that show the workings at the former
landfil site. There are over 80 phgtaphsin all, licensed under Open Government Licence 3.0. You can
view the entire set of photographs by clicking hdmtp://wgcsoc.org.uk.
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Comparing the two previous maps is informative when considering how much of the proposed new
development site was previously landfil. Our volunteers with knowledge of the site going back some decades
have looked at these old photos and attempted tahmeam where possible, to areas of the proposed
development. We certainly cannot be certain theyeatieely accurately placed but to the best of our

knowledge the areas shown in red above are reasonably accurate.

Below are some of these phgtaphswith their numbercorresponding to the map above.

/
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These photo€ontain public sector information licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0.

Map location 80. Picture taken March 1987. Holwelyde Lane in background. You can also see many birds
in this picture. We have found a publication called the London Bird Report (1963) that reports 4000 black
headed gull ovewintering at the site, and points out these are a common species at rublgsh dum
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Map location 58. Picture taken April 1979. Holwell Hyde Lane in Backgrouidipping Domestic refuse
into anaerobic lagoom.



Map location 67.Picture takedune 1980. Liquid disposal lagoon.



