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Dear Member 
 

As ever, the Society continues to nag away at issues that bother us all, pushing on items until eventually 

action is taken.  The word ‘persistence’ is now more important than ever as it is all too easy to capitulate in 

the face of “sorry, there is no budget for that!”  Meanwhile, winter is sticking around for too long but the 

town, its residents, as well as the Coronation Fountain soldier on.  Sometimes the latter gives us an image to 

remember.  Enjoy the read. 
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۩  The Emerging Core Strategy 
 

Members will be aware that the Council has to prepare plans for the next eighteen years or so, which is years 

ahead.  These plans can be found in a bewildering set of documents known as the Emerging Core Strategy. 

 

At varying times over the past few years, residents have been asked for their views on all sorts of aspects of 

life here in the Borough and on various options for the future.   All this gets noted down and forms part of 

the evidence base on which the final decisions will be taken. 

 

These final decisions include the locations and size of areas where future house building will be allowed.  

Once these plans are finalised by the Borough Council, they will be examined before a Planning Inspector 

and, if found to be fair, reasonable…in the circumstances, etc, etc….then a ‘plan’ will become the Borough 

Plan by which the Borough and this town will be driven for some years into the future. 

 

If the plans are not agreed by the Inspector, then the Borough opens itself to the possibility of receiving 

planning applications from developers for any area within the Borough.  These may be difficult to resist and 

could have a major, adverse impact on the town.  It is also possible that developers may seek to exploit the 

fact that the existing Borough Plan is not complete.  To be fair to the Council, the Borough Plan was delayed 

by the High Court case that threw out the East of England requirement for the Borough to build 10,000 

homes. 

 

The Society committee is, however, very concerned about the manner in which the current draft plan has 

been arrived at.  In particular, the decision to allocate the bulk of extra housing around both Hatfield and 

Welwyn Garden City rather than allocate some growth to take place around the outlying villages, especially 

the southern ones such as Cuffley, Brookmans Park and Welham Green is, in its view, very questionable.  

The Cabinet appears to have decided that owing to the strong opposition from those living in those outlying 

villages, it would be ‘perverse’ to place almost any additional housing there. 

 

The Society has started to analyse evidence which seems to suggest that the opposition to more housing 

around these villages has been organised by the North Mymms Green Belt Society who circulated pre-

printed leaflets to all householders in the area to complete as directed.  Somewhere around 1,000 objections 

to each area were received but it appears it was the same 1,000 residents who were involved, averaging 

around four objections each.  We are continuing to analyse the information we now have. 

 

It concerns us that this may be construed as an attempt to skew the results of the Borough Council’s survey 

and so open the Borough, and this town, to widespread planning applications.  We shall be communicating 

with Society members about this again as soon as our research is complete. 
 

۩  Comment on salaries in Louis de Soissons office 
 

A member writes: 

 

I was much taken by the article published in the October 2012 newsletter written by a Society member who 

had worked at Louis de Soissons office.  However, the starting wage of £12 per week in 1948 must surely be 

a mistake. 

 

My similar ‘career’ in North London started in 1954 and I was paid 2 pounds 10 shillings and that was £1 

more than another boy who joined the same week because, having been to a technical college (remember 

those?), I was an accomplished draughtsman.  Is the decimal point in the wrong place or should ‘week’ have 

read ‘month’?  A year later I went to work in Central London at £4 per week and a guaranteed rise of 10 

shillings per year, plus a cost of living bonus for four years of an indenture. 
 

۩  The Tree and Woodland Strategy 
 

The last newsletter featured the proposed new Tree and Woodland Strategy for the Borough.  We asked 

members to make their own comments as we felt the proposals would result in a massive change for the 

town – one that would be quite at odds with the original intention of those that founded the place in the first 
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instance.  We would like to thank all members who have written to the Borough Council to express their 

own point of view. 

 

We have had one meeting with officials since and it was unclear whether they fully appreciated the 

significance of their proposals.  We made it clear that the Society could not accept the new strategy as it 

would be so harmful to the town.  Another meeting is scheduled but so far we have had no direct indication 

whether the Borough Council will review its proposals and adjust its strategy thinking to better reflect the 

nature of the place they are charged with looking after.  Our understanding is that the draft is being 

reviewed. 

 

 
Before 

 
After

In the meantime, the Borough Council has made great efforts to tidy up the area from Stanborough Park to 

the far end of Stanborough Green.  This followed our original complaint made before the draft Tree and 

Woodland Strategy document was published.  However, it is still unclear exactly what the Council is 

seeking to do with these areas that they have cleared:  turn them over to grass or leave them to develop as 

jungles again?  We just don’t know, so we shall be seeking clarification from officials when we next meet. 

 

We have subsequently found that trees have been planted on Stanborough Green as well.  These trees have 

been donated by Waitrose and were planted with the help of the Mayoress, Councillor Helen Bromley.  This 

falls into the “unexpected bonus” pot.  What next?  We have thanked Waitrose for their assistance, but there 

are still many loose ends which we fully intend to tie up. 

 

۩  The Broadwater Road West site 

 
Certain Society committee members recently met with Tesco to see how the company thinking is going as 

regards the future development of this site. 

 

The foot-bridge is an issue with Network Rail: it is their bridge and they have to fix it.  Tesco did not know 

when it would be rectified but were aware that Network Rail engineers had recently revisited the bridge to 

take measurements, etc.  Currently, no more information is known. 

 

Tesco had not made any decision about what to do with the site.  The powers that be were still trying to 

make up their minds and, in the meantime, other issues had taken up their attention.  Overall, they could 

foresee a future for the site as housing and office space (ie mixed use), but they gave the impression that 

senior management were concerned that any future planning application might still be turned down.  There 

appeared to be a reluctance to put much effort into getting anything underway but there was no interest in 

putting a store on the site. 

 

Tesco thought there might be an anti-Tesco sentiment within the town and that the company might get more 

resistance from the Planning Department of the Borough Council.  The Society made it clear that its 

campaign had not been aimed at Tesco as a company but it was wholly against its recent planning 

application which would have been disastrous for the town.  When questioned in more detail, it seemed that 

the company was particularly bothered about the highway impact of major office development as this had 
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been a crucial factor in the rejection of the Tesco planning application.   We suggested they should speak to 

County Highways. 

 

The company had received many applications from house developers to take some of the housing land off 

them which could result in a number of separate developments.  We said we would be concerned about this 

as the site was so crucial to the town centre.  We all agreed that the development of the Taylor Woodrow 

flats at the southern end of the site had made the development of the entire site more difficult. 

 

Some discussions had taken place within Tesco about occupying the site for its own staff, with the 

production hall specifically being used to house company staff working on design.  These discussions were 

still on-going but involved extensive changes in the locations of units from both West London as well as 

Cheshunt.  The main problem in developing a company accommodation plan was the time scale.  The 

planning cycle of the Broadwater Road site was likely to be protracted and imprecise. 

 

The Society said that it felt it important for the town to have the site developed and that we would be 

supportive if they housed more Tesco staff here; it would boost our town centre which was really suffering. 

 

The Society wondered if the company had pursued the idea of delisting the silos and then replacing them.  

They had not.  We told them that when the Society last had a vote on the towers, this had resulted in a dead 

heat with 50% for keeping them and 50% for getting rid of them.  It is for this reason that we are asking 

again for members views on the future of the silos. 

 

Finally, the Society stressed that it would work with Tesco to ensure the site was developed in the best 

interests of the town and that, so far as it was able, it would help avoid another fight with the ‘locals’.  As 

members may know, this is a different way for Tesco to work.  Apparently, this and other changes are now 

being implemented within the business as it seeks to make major changes to its way of working.  For our 

part, we are pleased that they are now willing to talk to us. 

 

۩ The role of front gardens 
 

The following is an extract from the November 2012 edition of The Garden - the periodic magazine 

published for its members by the Royal Horticultural Society: 

 

“’Suburbia’ is often a byword for mediocrity, not quite city-centre chic nor rural retreat, yet most of the UK 

population call it home. 

 

And what is extraordinary about suburbs is their gardens.  These are extremely bio diverse – each supports 

an average 260 species, making them richer than low-intensity farmland.  Frogs, song thrushes and 

hedgehogs are abundant; suburban plots are nature reserves on our doorsteps. 

 

Gardens help prevent flooding as the soil absorbs rainwater, and keep our suburbs warmer in winter and 

cooler in summer – in fact gardens are a major part of what makes living in these areas so attractive.  They 

are part of daily life, a resource to use and enjoy. 

 

Yet it is estimated 7 million – about a third – of all front gardens have now been paved over for parking.  

That is 3.5 million more driveways in front gardens in the last 15 years.  A 33-year study in Leeds found 75 

percent of the total increase in hard surfaces was homeowners’ paving.  Keeping our suburbs green is down 

to us; it is perfectly possible to both park and have a garden. 

 

And the future?  The ‘sink estates’ of the past have led planners to recognise green is good; some of the best 

models still come from garden cities such as Letchworth and Welwyn.  Although these have an average of 

four percent fewer homes per hectare than modern estates, they have 20 percent more garden space.  Making 

gardens for the estimated 5 million new homes needed in the next 20 years will be challenging. 

 

۩  Hellerau – Germany’s first garden city 

 
A member writes: “It was on a holiday in Dresden last November 2012 that I discovered the town of 

Hellerau, Germany’s first garden city. 
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The description below is an extract from a map and walking tour of the settlement: 

 

“A peaceful landscape with almost no buildings….Magnificent views, the air fragrant….” gushed Karl 

Schmidt in 1908 after he discovered the beautiful surroundings of Au am Heller near Dresden on a cycling 

tour.  Impressed by the location, the furniture manufacturer from Laubegast decided to move his business 

from crowded Dresden to the Heller and to build a garden city based on the English model for the first time 

in Germany. This social reform concept of integrating work, living and culture was the reaction to the 

outgrowth of industrialisation with its consequences for social and urban development. Richard 

Riemerschmid developed the master plan for the 140 Ha site.  The foundation stone for the workshops was 

laid in 1909.  Renowned architects like Muthesius, Tessenow, Paul and Fischer planned rural terraced 

houses, schools, winding streets and the villa quarter.  The publicist and patron Wolf Dohrn had a strong 

influence on cultural life.  The festival theatre attracted reformists from throughout Europe from 1912.  The 

lively exchange between the residential estate, the workshops and the festival theatre was the basis for 

Hellerau’s reputation.” 

 

The theatre was renowned at the beginning of the 20
th
 century not only for urban planning, but also as a 

social centre of civic renewal and reform, aiming to bring all the arts together with a common end, extended 

to all classes of society.  The Swiss music pedagogue Emile Jacques-Dalcroze founded a modern free dance 

institute and the dancers Mary Wigman and Gret Palucca were two of his most well-known pupils.  Right up 

to the 1920s Hellerau attracted progress artists and writers:  Paul Claudel, George Bernard Shaw, Upton 

Sinclair, Frank Wedekind and students of Sergei Diaghilev’s Russian Ballet visited the garden city.  Anna 

Pavlova danced in the Festival hall and Max Reinhardt staged his first theatre productions here.  When the 

Nazis took power Hellerau sank into a kind of slumber.  In 1937 the Festival theatre became a Police 

Academy, and the Soviet Army occupied the buildings from 1945 until 1992. 

 

 
 

 

The European Centre for the Arts has been housed here since 2004 and the complex now has a full 

programme of modern readings, performances and concerts.  The Hellerau ‘Werkstatten’ have remained true 

to their furniture manufacturing tradition, specialising nowadays in high quality individual interiors 

including Dresden’s town hall, the Semper Opera, the New Synagogue and Saxony’s parliament building.  

Since reprivatisation in 1992, innovative companies have been located in the Hellerau group of buildings.  

Around 400 technology experts, scientists, architects and artists live and work at the site.   

 

Originally 15,000 inhabitants were supposed to settle in Hellerau; today the population is slightly more than 

6,000.   It is located on the northern outskirts of Dresden and still retains its country surroundings.” 

 

۩  Advertisements on roundabouts within the town 

 
Late last year we were surprised to see planning applications for two advertisement boards to be placed on 

26 roundabouts within the town.  They were to be over a metre in length, over a metre high and about a 

metre off the ground. 

 

We discovered that this was a proposal by the Borough Council to raise revenue but strangely it seemed it 

was being done on behalf of the County authorities who own the roundabouts in question.  There was an air 
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of ambiguity over the entire proposal.  However, we sought an explanation for this apparent breach of 

garden city principles but were informed that, if we objected to these proposals, then we would have to do so 

formally.  So we did.  We objected on eight grounds – the main objection being covered on the next page. 

 

“The proposal to place sponsorship signs of the size proposed on all roundabouts within the town is at 

variance with the ideals upon which Welwyn Garden City was founded.  For decades the Council has 

maintained firm control over advertisements, particularly in the town centre and the rest of the regulated 

areas. With the proliferation of street furniture and clutter, this is no time to intensify the density of 

advertising material.  Although each advertisement may in itself be modest in size, it is the cumulative effect 

which undermines attempts to maintain an uncluttered look within the town and the regulated areas.” 

 

Welwyn Garden City is different from most other towns; it is a planned environment.  It was conceived by 

Ebenezer Howard as a marriage of town and country - a shelter from the metropolitan pressures of London.  

A strictly enforced embargo on public advertisements throughout the town is evidence of this, and it has 

served it well over its ninety years.  Its appearance is due in part to the lack of commercial advertisements in 

any public place throughout the town, with the notable exception of the poster booths in Howardsgate.  

When they were first erected, they specifically constrained advertising to these and other poster booth sites.  

Successive Councils, irrespective of the political colour of the majority party, have maintained this approach 

since the foundation of the town. 

 

Not only are “garden city principles” specifically referred to in Section 52 of the National Planning Policy 

Framework, but the proposal is clearly against Section 60 of the same policy document which indicates that 

it is perfectly right to support local distinctiveness (in this case a well-established policy of no 

advertisements within the town). 

 

This difference must be jealously guarded in order to maintain the town’s unique character, and to ensure it 

remains clearly differentiated from other towns.  This uniqueness is likely to be a key feature of its future 

marketing and promotion strategy by the Town Centre Partnership as it fights to attract new businesses into 

our town centre. 

 

It is ironic that only recently the Council and the Society were jointly opposing an appeal to the continued 

presence of advertising signs set up by Lidl on grass verges at Moors Walk, thereby supporting the decades 

old advertising policy of the town – when suddenly, another department of the Council seemed to be 

proceeding as if this was not a garden city principle. 

 

Just as mysteriously, the applications were withdrawn.  However, there was a significant cost and effort 

incurred by the Borough Council over the entire exercise. 

 

۩  Sunday Times article on Welwyn Garden City 
 

The following article appeared in the Sunday Times on 17 March 2013: 

 

“With rows of pretty, rose-covered red-brick cottages set along tree-lined boulevards, WGC, as it’s known, 

might appear a tame option – founded in the 1920s on the A1 corridor between Stevenage and Hatfield, it 

was one of the first new towns, created by Ebenezer Howard in an effort to combine the best of the city and 

countryside.  Yet its traditional layout appeals to young families, with the west side particularly popular, and 

people are reluctant to move once they have found a house and bedded in.  It’s also less than 40 minutes by 

train from London King’s Cross.  Pretty four-bedroom cottages within walking distance of the centre start at 

£350,000.  Simply add a picket fence. 

What the locals say A modern utopia. 

Why we love it A great arts scene, and surrounded by delightful countryside.” 

 

It is, of course, gratifying to read that WGC (as we are known) is seen to be one of the best places to live in 

the country, but anyone reading it would be quite misled as to what the place looks like.  We were intrigued 

by the reference to “cottages”.  There are a few that can really own up to that description but frankly, we do 

not think there are many.  As for picket fences, dear oh dear!  Which town were they in at the time? 
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We have written to the Sunday Times drawing a number of issues to their attention.  We are doubtful that 

they will publish a correction but we can always hope. 

 

۩  The lampposts of Welwyn Garden City 

 
A guest of a resident writes: “I have been staying at the residence of my master’s parents for the last few 

weeks and felt compelled to write to you on the variety and the state of repair of the 

lampposts of this splendid town.  Firstly, I have never seen such a variety of posts – each road seems to 

exhibit a large number of different designs.  It is, frankly, very confusing.  And they are all sorts of different 

colours, making it all very difficult for a chap. 

 

 

Secondly, the state of repair is poor, with the 

majority in need of a fresh coat of paint.  I do 

understand that I, and my fellow canines, have 

most probably not been helping, but I am sure that 

I speak for many in wishing to see this important 

part of the town showing a greater sense of unity, 

especially since I understand that this is a planned 

town. 

 

Incidentally, I must add that I have been 

thoroughly enjoying Sherrardspark Wood and 

enclose a photograph.” 

 

 

۩  Tour of the Shredded Wheat site and the future of the silos 

 
Some members of the Society recently had a tour of the old Shredded Wheat factory on Broadwater Road, 

courtesy of Tesco plc.  Large areas were not open to viewing for safety reasons but those who visited the 

site, came away with the impression that it was rapidly deteriorating. 

 

 
 

However, we would like to raise the issue of the silos with membership.  As everyone must know, they are 

‘listed’, which means that for some architectural or historical reason, rules apply that are intended to ensure 

they are retained for the future.  We sought to find out who had ‘listed’ them in the first place, but were 
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unable to find any records or evidence of our own that may have suggested that the Society took some lead 

to ensure they were retained. 

 

We then approached the Borough Council and asked them.  They were unable to find any evidence to 

suggest that they took the first actions to ensure the buildings were retained, so both bodies have come to the 

conclusion that they were listed at the time the Act first came into force – undertaken as an administrative 

sweep throughout the country to get ‘important’ buildings on to the register right at the outset. 

 

If any member can throw any other light on this, then we would be delighted to hear from them. 

 

In the meantime, when the subject of whether these silos should be retained was discussed at an AGM some 

years ago, it was found that those members present were equally split as to whether they should be retained 

or scrapped.  The committee has agreed that it would be wise to get a more comprehensive survey done, so 

we are asking members to complete and return the enclosed form in order to get a better view of what 

the membership thinks. 

 

۩  The town centre 
 

Members of the Town Centre Partnership recently conducted an audit of the town centre to see if any 

progress had been made in putting things right that had been allowed to fall into disrepair or where 

inconsiderate changes had been made but which could be rectified.  Members may recall that the Society is 

represented on the public realm element of Town Centre Partnership. 

 

We show a couple of photos below that demonstrate new investment.  However, progress is slow but 

nevertheless it is progress.  That said, the list of outstanding actions is very long but we shall continue to 

monitor the situation and press the case for putting things right and generally improving matters. 

 

Some of the major work will take some time and, as we all know, money is in short supply.  The Society 

must, therefore, ensure its point of view is understood and how important it is for all the major work to be 

completed in time for the 100
th
 anniversary of the town in 2020.  Yes, it may sound a long way off but we 

worry that time will slip by all too quickly without adequate progress being made. 

 

 

۩ Any thoughts or observations on this newsletter and/or the issues within, would be very much appreciated.  

You can either get in touch with the newsletter coordinator, Sheila O’Reilly, by email on 

sheila.oreilly@talktalk.net or by telephone on 01707 324272.  Alternatively, you can go online and approach 

the Society via the website (given on page 1) and the relevant person will get back to you. 


