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Dear Member 

 
We have to start with a big thank you to members for their response to the “Broadwater Fighting Fund”.  

The committee is very grateful for the support and donations that it is has received so far.  However, the 

nature of the battle is such that we do need to remind members that if they have yet to make a donation, and 

wish to do so, a prompt decision would enable us to plan the campaign with greater confidence.  At the 

expense of flogging a tired strap line, but one for which we hope we can be forgiven, it is a question of 

“every little helps”.  A great amount of activity has been going on which will become more apparent as the 

weeks roll by.  This edition brings you up to speed on developments, but we shall have more to say as the 

application continues to be reviewed by the Borough Planning Department. 

 

Members may also be aware of the new Localism Bill – if only because it is sponsored by the same 

department in which our MP, Grant Shapps, serves.  Indeed, he may well be the Minister driving it through 

the Commons.  Much is claimed for the Bill but we suspect that it will not achieve what it sets out to do.  It 

is very complex and we are still reviewing it before commenting on how we think it might impact the town. 

We do have some good news!  The committee determined that the subscription rates would not increase for 

the year starting 1 April 2011.  It felt that it could not in reality do so while it was still appealing for 

contributions towards the “Broadwater Fighting Fund”.  Regrettably though, the rates will have to be 

reviewed upward for the following year.  In the meantime, the world goes on and we include other aspects of 

the town and its life, some perhaps less serious, others relating to its recent past and its long lasting impact 

on sometime residents.

 
 

 
 

 



 2

۩  Notice of the Annual General Meeting 

 
Notice is now formally given for the holding of the Annual General Meeting.  This will take place on 

Wednesday 21 July at the Friends Meeting House, 109 Handside Lane at 8 pm. 

 

۩  Graham Elliott 

 
Graham Elliott, who died last November, was a stalwart supporter and committee member of the Society for 

many years.  

 

He was a native of the Northeast but his family came south to London in the 1940s where he joined the City 

of London Corporation.  He spent the rest of his career in the Architecture and Planning Department at 

Guildhall and rose to become Assistant Architect and Planner to the Corporation. 

 

He saw the destruction of the City during the war from the vantage point of being a fire warden and was a 

full participant in the City’s rebuilding in the post war years. 

 

His knowledge of the Garden City was extensive; his explanation of architectural points was clear and 

helpful to those who enquired; he was a huge support to members of the committee who were much younger 

and far less knowledgeable.   

 

The chairman and other members of the committee attended his funeral and it was noteworthy that no less 

than four previous chairmen of the Society were also present.  The Society owes him much. 

 

۩  Architectural detailing – windows and doors 

 
This could be an emotive topic.  However, it reflects a reality. 

 

Doors and windows are the major detailing on a property likely to be changed by occupants.  For this very 

reason, any replacement has to be carried out with sensitivity as otherwise the building and its relationship to 

its neighbours is compromised.  

 

Louis de Soissons chose a cut down Neo Georgian style for his major housing stock.  The buildings had 

been designed to have the Georgian windows but, as you might expect, over the years both doors as well as 

windows have had to be replaced.  This is where the problem started. 

 

Most original windows and doors were of wood – with a limited range of styles throughout the Garden City.  

On replacement, the range of styles proliferated, accelerated by the change in materials and lack of control 

by the Borough Council.  The major problem was the replacement of wood with UVPC.  This material, and 

especially cheap UVPC windows, has to be constructed from thicker sections to impart the necessary 

strength into the casing of windows, so a slim-framed Georgian style wooden window was replaced with 

UVPC of heavier section, resulting in reduced glazing and a window that often looked heavy; and it 

certainly did not match the original design.   

 

The replacement style was removed further from the original by each double glazing salesman freely 

designing his own windows.  The windows should have remained ‘balanced’ – that is, sections did not 

change across or down the windows.  Unfortunately, in many cases, the top openings have been 

manufactured in a yet thicker section thus spoiling the ‘balance’ across the full window.  Over time the 

windows and doors in a group of buildings have been replaced and slowly the unity of the design and the 

streetscape harmony has been lost.  

 

The advent of mass produced doors of almost generic application has further compromised the look of 

frontages. 

 

The Estate Management Scheme should have ensured that a sufficiently robust design specification had been 

set and adhered to.  The reality is currently very stark: the design criteria have still never been set, nor does 

the Borough Council seem to have the stomach for enforcement, despite having said that it was going to 

draw a line in the sand.  
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For an example of the loss of streetscape harmony, look no further than Melbourne Court.  Because no 

control has been exercised over the replacement of windows and doors in the close, most of the house styles 

are now different; some have beautiful sensitive replacements, others have not, and an increasing number do 

not even have Georgian style, but single glazing.  The Borough Council sits on its hands and does nothing.  

In the meantime, and inextricably, the charm of a beautiful Italianate design within a close is being eroded.  

Thus, the residents within the close are the biggest losers, as the overall design of the place has been lost and 

this will, without a doubt, adversely affect the value of the properties in which they live. 

 

This is not primarily the fault of the residents but of a local authority which is not prepared to lead, to 

inform, assist and instruct as to how the town’s housing stock is to be properly maintained and updated.  

Currently, the Borough Council does not seem to be prepared to try and ensure that the town can grow old 

gracefully, allowing development of its property base without spoiling the uniqueness and attention to detail 

that Louis de Soissons’ designs and layouts demand. 

 

۩  Sainsbury’s 
 

Residents are only too well aware that the Sainsbury’s redevelopment is now underway.  There is a public 

viewing gallery overlooking the building area, and as well as an outside platform, there is a heated room 

with seats and windows where the public can watch in comfort.  There is also a comments book available. 

 

The builders have already started piling and the work appears to be moving ahead with great speed.  This is 

commendable and in real contrast to the long delays that occurred while planning applications were in hand 

and sundry people here, there and everywhere appeared to be making their minds up. 

 

 

  
 

We are also impressed with the steps taken by the company to help the smaller companies that are trading 

very close to the redevelopment with their advertising support in the local paper.  We would urge members 

to remember to pay these traders a visit while they are in town as a measure of support to them. 

 

The graphics on hoardings by the viewing platform are worth a look and finally, we are including some 

photos of the work being undertaken.  These show the enormous size of the development. 

 

۩  Peter Spalding 

 
From time to time, we receive enquiries from people whose families have had long associations with the 

town and who like to keep in touch by joining the Society and receiving the newsletter.  Peter Spalding is 

such a person and he writes: 

“Dear Sir, I write to inform you that my father, Cyril Spalding, formerly of 21 Russellcroft Road died last 

December.  Being his son, I instigated Mail Redirect and, as a result, have received correspondence from 

you.  My apologies for not informing you sooner but I now ask that his name be removed from your 

membership/mailing list.” 
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“Just for your information, I now live in Weston-super-Mare but my links to Welwyn Garden City, through 

parents, go back to near the beginnings of the town.  My mother’s family moved to Welwyn Garden City 

when she was only two in 1921 and I believe they were the fifth family to move into the town, such as it was  

 

back then, and lived at 67 Handside Lane.  My maternal grandfather, Walter Burley, worked for the Garden 

City Company.  My father's family moved into 2 Guessens Road, in the early 1920s and he played rugby for 

the town in his youth.  Is it possible for me to join your society as a 'distant member' so to speak?  I would be 

interested to know and keep in touch with the town.” 

 

“Thank you for your reply and yes, please do quote from my email for your next newsletter.  If it would be 

helpful, I could let you have more information about my family ties to Welwyn Garden City.  My mother 

was the youngest of seven children, five girls and two boys so not surprisingly, I still have relatives living in 

Welwyn Garden City and Hatfield, though a lot are now scattered across the country and globe!  Thank you 

too for the information regarding becoming a 'distant member'...I will see to this.  I was just reading the 

September issue download that you sent, especially about ones memories of growing up in the town.  Born 

in 1954, I have a lot of memories of the town in those days.  Exploring Sherrardspark Wood (an aunt of 

mine was a wood warden) and exploring the 'new estates' of Knightsfield as they were being built.  If it's not 

too late, I could submit some personal history if that's acceptable, plus some second hand ones as told by my 

mother.  Also, when I was last in Welwyn Garden City for the funeral of my father, I sought out the 'Theatre' 

in the woods that was used in the very early days of the town.  It’s amazing that you can still see the vague 

shape of the 'bowl', albeit overgrown with trees and shrubs.” 

 

۩  Help create some history 

 
Would you like to be involved in either researching or creating some history in Welwyn Garden City?  If so, 

then the Heritage Trust would be very pleased to hear from you. 

 

Responses to the ‘Where Do You Think You Live?’ project have been rolling in over the last month or so and 

more volunteers are urgently needed to follow up all the public offers of recording memories or researching 

the origins of their homes.  Interviewers for the memories programme and researchers willing to undertake 

the investigations for residents who are unable to do the work themselves are urgently needed.  Training in 

both aspects of the programme will be available and the efforts of volunteers will be fully credited in the 

final report and exhibition when the project culminates in the summer of 2011. 

 

If you would like to get involved with this exciting project, you can contact the Trust’s project office by 

phone or email.  Emails should be addressed to 90
th
@welwyngarden-heritage.org and the office phone 

number is 07580 197160.  The project office is located in the Sir Frederic Osborn room in Campus West 

Library.  It is not always manned, but if you are in the library and want to drop in for a chat, please call in. 

 

۩  Norton Abrasives 
 

We have had an enquiry from a non-resident who is researching the life of her great aunt, Averina Burns 

Craig, who worked at Norton Abrasives as a management secretary and also, for a short time, as secretary to 

the Managing Director, Jack Ewer, during the 50s and 60s.  

If anyone can throw any light on this person or on where the archives of Norton Abrasives may have gone, 

please contact the Society Secretary, Jenny McCann. 

 

۩  Miscellaneous flower beds around the town 

 
Assiduous readers of the Society’s newsletter may just recall that we asked them to let us know what flower 

beds, and in particular rose beds, around the town had not been properly tended….by which we meant that 

they had not received sustenance on them in the form of manure.  This came about when a number of 

members noticed that certain beds had not been fed for the previous four years (now of course five years).  

The Council promised that this would be rectified in the autumn but, after a reminder, we are now told that 

this will take place “in the next couple of months”. 
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In the meantime, many of the beds in question and the roses in particular, are not looking too well and we 

think many roses will now have to be replaced.  However, you really have to wonder why it is that those 

appointed to look after this issue have failed to ensure that this small but important task is properly done.  

We remain concerned that contractors have stated that the work is periodically done but no one has verified 

that this is the case.  We will continue to monitor the situation. 

 

۩  Postcards 
 

The Society has recently introduced a third image (shown below) for its postcards.  They are on sale at 40p 

each at the main Post Office, Shoplands, Huttons in Marsden Road and at the main Library at Campus West.  

Alternatively, please contact Jenny McCann at 51 Valley Road, or on 01707 322233 if you would like to 

buy some. 

 

 
 

We would like to add to our library of recent photographs of the town and if you have any such photographs, 

preferably of a local landmark, please send them to jenny.mc@btopenworld.com and we would be happy to 

consider them for inclusion on either a future postcard or other publication.  

 

۩  Broadwater Road West update 
 

This brings you up to speed with the latest news on Tesco’s proposals for Broadwater Road.  

 

The political background 

 

We are now convinced that the political leadership of the Borough Council would like to settle the issue 

with Tesco for the least cost possible, as they do not have the stomach for a fight.  They also do not wish to 

lose the opportunity of getting a swimming pool, heritage and leisure centres for the town at no cost to 

council tax payers.  They will be able to claim some victory for getting these benefits. 

 

There is, however, no indication that the leadership have thought through the consequences for the existing 

town centre or the neighbourhood shopping centres such as Peartree or Woodhall and others to the east of 

Broadwater Road, issues that will cause the town massive damage, both social and economic.  So far as we 

know, the cost to the Council in terms of future dereliction, loss of car park revenues and the ensuing 

damage to the economic wellbeing of the swimming pool in Hatfield and the gym facilities in the Gosling 

Sports Park have not been acknowledged.  
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If this matter goes to appeal, then the issue will be determined by the Secretary of State, Eric Pickles.  The 

issue of jobs and the economy will rank heavily in his mind, so our general approach will have to cover 

these issues too. 

 

The Tesco application 

 

The Council had indicated that the current application has many points that are unclear or where there are 

errors: so it asked for more information.  This means that the clock has stopped ticking on the application, 

pending the receipt of more information from Tesco.  In all likelihood, the application will not be ready for  

 

the Planning Control Committee until April 2011at the earliest and, in practice, until May 2011 as there are 

local elections where one third of our councillors will stand for election.  This is something that we will be 

coming back to. 

 

There is some indication that the Tesco application has been rushed through so that it could be lodged before 

the Localism Bill was published.  This was to ensure that the application would be dealt with under the 

current rules rather than the new legislation which will make it more difficult for supermarket groups to push 

ahead with their plans against local opposition. Theoretically at least, a large multinational company should 

not be able to ride roughshod over the wishes of a significant number of local people. 

 

Just as this newsletter was being put to bed, Tesco made a further submission in relation to the Council’s 

demand for more information.  The committee is currently studying the Tesco response before it comments.  

Needless to say, Tesco accompanied its supply of information with a press release to the effect that its new 

store will not affect the town centre because “our impact study says so”.  Well, as someone in another place 

and in another time famously said, “They would say that, wouldn’t they?” 

 

Our initial examination is that the Tesco information does not address the issues that the press release claims 

to do.  In fact, we think that the data submitted by the University of Southampton, being part of a Tesco 

sponsored study, actually weakens its case substantially.  Its response also fails to address the impact on the 

neighbourhood shopping centres to the east of the Broadwater Road. 

Tesco’s arguments will be fully reviewed in the next newsletter. 

 

Tesco presentations 

 

Tesco’s presentations to residents took place in January, where it was evident that those on duty had very 

little knowledge of what was being proposed and even less knowledge about the town.  A number of adverse 

letters have been sent to the Welwyn Hatfield Times about this.  These presentations were attended by some 

300 people, according to Tesco’s own PR statement.  It further claims that some 60% supported its 

proposals; that means that some 240 or thereabouts were in favour of what it is proposing.  This figure is less 

than the number of people who attended our own first public meeting, where all but one were against the 

Tesco proposals. 

 

Meeting with Tesco plc 

 

Members of the committee recently met with representatives of Tesco plc.  We believe that this meeting 

came about through the intervention of Grant Shapps, though Tesco indicated that it came about because we 

had circulated a ‘flyer’ to every house in the town. 

 

Tesco representatives said that it was their mistake not to have consulted the Society in the first instance, and 

apologised for this.  However, they said that “they were where they were” and could not, in hindsight, 

consult on the detailed planning application that Tesco had submitted as this was now before the Council.  

This is the part of the application that covers both the swimming pool and the Tesco supermarket.  They did 

indicate that they were able to consult us on the other aspects of the plans that were subject to outline 

planning permission only.  Essentially, this is the housing, the hotel, the YMCA and the proposed doctor’s 

surgery and retirement home facility.  
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The Society indicated that whilst it would be happy to be consulted over any aspects of Tesco’s plans, it 

would continue to oppose its proposals for any retail on the site. 

 

Members must form their own view of Tesco’s statement of apology to the Society, bearing in mind that we 

learned that Tesco’s site in Shire Park now houses all the key departments that plan and locate stores across 

the UK. 

 

Tesco also made the point that it was committed to the town.  We indicated that ICI, IBM, SKF, Digital and 

many others had expressed the same sentiment until they subsequently moved away after corporate 

restructuring. 

 

Help required 

 

We have some areas where we still need more expertise.  If any of you have experience in public and press 

relations, blogging or web site support and are willing to work on the campaign, then we should be very 

interested in hearing from you.  You can contact us through the web site. 

 

Society action 

 

We have circulated the entire town of some 20,000 houses with a leaflet that raises issues about the Tesco 

application that politicians have so far avoided:  the damage to the existing town centre and the destruction 

of the neighbourhood shopping centres to the east of the Broadwater Road. 

 

We are about to raise the pressure on ‘key players’ in the weeks that follow. You should be aware that Tesco 

employs a public relations company to persuade our local administration that its plan is what Welwyn 

Garden City needs.  Only by using our collective voice to challenge our councillors and leaders do we have 

any chance of stopping Tesco from succeeding in making us yet another ‘Clone Town’. 

 

Together we can get the best outcome for Welwyn Garden City, rather than the best outcome for a 

large multinational company.  It is still essential that local residents make their views known, as 

otherwise those that make decisions will assume that you will go along with whatever they decide. 

 

IF YOU HAVE NOT YET MADE YOUR VIEWS KNOWN, IT IS ESSENTIAL YOU DO SO NOW.  

IT IS ALSO VITAL THAT YOU INFORM YOUR FRIENDS TO DO THE SAME. 

 

Background reading to the supermarket wars 

 

Much has been written about supermarket expansion and the impact it has, both social and economic.  Some 

suggested online reading can be found below: 

 

www.tescopoly.org/ 

 

www.foe.co.uk/resource/briefings/every_little_hurts.pdf 

 

www.foe.co.uk/resource/briefings/calling_the_shots.pdf 

 

www.cabe.org.uk/files/supermarket-led-development_0.pdf 

 

www.guardian.co.uk/society/2006/jun/28/communities.foodanddrink 

 

www.newsshopper.co.uk/news/4304354.ORPINGTON__Tesco_gets_24_hour_licence_to_sell_alcohol/ 

 

The above web site addresses have been given in full so that it is fairly obvious what you are going to be 

accessing. 
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۩  Digswell Lake Society programme of talks for 2011 
  

All the talks will be held at the Digswell Village Hall, Harmer Green Lane, Digswell, starting at 7.30 pm.  

Admission £2.  Telephone 01707 321089 for information. 

 

18 March 2011 
 

Birding Down Under 

Speaker Richard Pople 

The birds and sights of Singapore, Australia and New Zealand  

 

10 June 2011 – AGM 

 

Insects to be found at Digswell Lake and Saving the Bumble Bee 

Speaker Ray Uffen 

 

Ray is our local expert on natural history and will also be leading a walk around the lake at 7.00 pm on 17 

June 2011 

 

7 October 2011 
 

Nature Reserves of the National Trust 

Speaker Stuart Warrington 

Stuart is a Regional Nature Conservation Advisor with the National Trust 

 

25 November 2011 

 

The Glory of the Garden 

Speaker Margaret Rogers 

Margaret is a gardening enthusiast and has visited many gardens whilst on travels around the world 

 

۩  Visitors from Finland 
 

In October, members of the committee showed some Finnish architects who were on a specialised 

architectural holiday to the UK, around the town.  They were so appreciative that they subsequently made a 

donation of £100 towards the Society’s funds.  We are most grateful for this generous gift.  

 

 
  

۩  Once again, we would very much like to hear any thoughts you might have on this newsletter.  Do please 

contact the newsletter coordinator who will pass your comments on to the appropriate committee member.  

Please feel free to either email me on sheila.oreilly@talktalk.net or telephone me on 01707 324272. 


