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WELWYN GARDEN CITY SOCIETY 
Newsletter 

May 2009 
www.wgcsoc.org.uk 

 
 
Dear Member 
 
We have continued to pursue the issue of the trees in Stanborough Park and are delighted that the efforts of our 
friends in Panshanger have triumphed in the matter of those Lidl signs near Moors Walk.  The Borough Council 
has finally realised that its position over these signs (namely, that they were similar to traditional pub signs) was 
untenable; and they have agreed to oppose any application for their renewal when this takes place next year. 
 
We have begun discussing the town centre with the Chamber of Commerce where we think we have an interest in 
common.  Its proper upkeep will enable the town to “differentiate” itself from all the other ones that are so similar.  
The town’s proper upkeep is, we think, in the interests of all traders and it is particularly important in this period of 
recession. 
 
Finally, and this is an important date for your diary, we had previously said that the Annual General Meeting would 
be held in June but we have decided to move this to Wednesday 22 July next at 20.00 hours at The Friends Meeting 
House in Handside Lane.  So please take notice of the revised date for this meeting. 
 
 
 
 

 
Beehive Lane 
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۩  Audit Commission report 
 
The Audit Commission published a report in December on the way in which the council manages the 
“Environment” in the borough.  It can be seen at: http://tinyurl.com/c6ntbz 
For those who are content with a summary, this states the following: 
 
“Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council provides a 'fair' environmental service with 'uncertain' prospects for 
improvement.  On a scale from zero to three stars the Audit Commission inspection team gave the service, which 
covers those services that affect the visual appearance of the area, a 'fair' one-star rating.  This was because it is 
responsive to local community concerns and is helping to improve the appearance of the area.  However, actions 
are not centrally co-ordinated, which means improvements and effective use of resources are not being maximised 
and resident satisfaction is mixed.” 
 
This makes disappointing reading but the council has stated the following: 

“Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council has been quick to implement systems to improve the borough.  The council 
will, in summary: 

 Develop an overarching environment strategy for the borough.  Deadline for completion of the strategy set is 
for June 2009. 

 Commence a bi-annual reporting to committee on the progress of the strategy’s action plan. 
 Complete a corporate consultation strategy to engage and consult our communities, including with 

disadvantaged groups to help shape services. 
 Update the council’s contract performance monitoring guidance and commence formal quarterly 

performance reporting of environmental contractors. 

Councillor Clare Berry, Executive Member for Environment and Community, said: “The council is fully committed 
to following the recommendations of the Final Report, to maintain the high quality standards expected of us.  The 
environment is a key priority for the council and the report recognises the good work by the council and the 
responsiveness to requests from the community.  We will continue to strive to improve and maintain an 
environment to be proud of.” 

The Society will continue to monitor the situation and make representations whenever appropriate. 
 
۩  Stanborough trees 
 
Many of you will have been following this long saga in the Welwyn Times, in the Review and on the internet and, 
as you will know, the council’s “Task and Finish Working Party” has started work in determining what should 
happen in the north car park which was originally planned to be completely felled like the south car park. 
 
At the time of writing, this Working Group had reached the stage of managing the car park in phases – as had been 
the Society’s preferred route for both car parks – and that it was due to determine what type of planting should be 
used.  Very ironically, officials were in the situation of having to state that only Lombardy Poplars could provide 
both screening between rows of cars and a canopy above.  The preferred options appear to provide for a canopy as 
the trees grow but would also have to separately provide some sort of screening between the rows. 
 
The Society is perplexed at the role exercised at the Task and Finish Working Party by the Welwyn Hatfield 
Environmental Network and has written to the Chairman asking for clarification as to its role.  The Network, 
through its spokesman, advocated a clear felling strategy and has indicated as much to the Working Party.  
However, the Society has pointed out that the Network has never discussed the matter, despite a request from 
within its membership to discuss the matter and determine a view, and we are aware that its spokesman does not 
even live in the town. 
 
We have also taken issue about the commercial interest of Finesse Leisure Partnership, which trades as Welwyn 
Hatfield Leisure Ltd and its input to the Working Party, and this is something that we may revert to again.  The 
point is that the trees in the north car park are by no means saved as yet.  The recommendations from this Working 
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Group have to go forward to the cabinet and there is everything still to play for to ensure that the area is managed 
in accordance with the ethos of the town. 
 
۩  Local school celebrates 150 years of diplomatic links between Japan and the United Kingdom 
 
150 years of diplomatic relations between Japan and the United Kingdom were celebrated at Applecroft School on 
3 March 2009, as part of Japan-UK 150, a series of events organized in the UK to mark 150 years of friendship 
between the two countries.  It features a wide range of activities designed to encourage exchange in such fields as 
culture, the arts, sport, education and science. 
 
On this occasion, a whole school assembly was given 
about Girls’ Day in Japan, led by Applecroft teacher, 
Jayne Thompson.  A presentation of dolls, 
representing the Emperor and Empress of Japan, was 
then made by Miss Mika Kakinuma from the 
Information and Cultural Centre of the Japanese 
Embassy to one of the pupils, Kono, who received 
the gift on behalf of the school.  Girls’ Day is a 
traditional festival held on 3 March each year when 
similar dolls are given to girls by their families to 
commemorate the day. 
 
The dolls presented to Applecroft School were 
originally given to the Society by the Nippon Steel 
City Produce Inc, the developers of Chishirodai or 
Welwyn Garden Village near Tokyo (see January 
2007 and February 2008 newsletters) and the 
committee, wishing the dolls to be on display in the 
wider community, asked the school if they would like 
to accept them.  The Society is hoping to form a link 
with a school near Chishirodai in the future. 
  
Both John Marks and Lisa Grenfell attended the school assembly as representatives of the Society and John 
Marks spoke about his visit to Japan (see May 2008 newsletter) and showed some photographs of 
Chishirodai to the children. 
 

 
Mika Kakinuma, Kono, John Marks and Jayne Thompson 



 4 

۩  Garden City settlements and their future 
 
The collaboration between the Town and Country Planning Association and English Heritage on Garden City 
settlements seeks to identify and understand the characteristics, pressures and contemporary concerns in a variety 
of Garden City settlements around England.  The TCPA and English Heritage began this work back in 2004 and the 
purpose was threefold:  
 

1. To understand the current challenges and pressures through gathering case study material 
2. To identify a set of recommendations which can be implemented in the short, medium and long term; 
3. To provide a practical reference point for practitioners, advisors and communities working in or with 

Garden City settlements. 
 
The outcome, a practical Policy Advice tool, is available at: http://tinyurl.com/cvhbdf 
 
Nearly a hundred years on from the first cutting of the ground in Letchworth, the challenges and pressures that each 
Garden City settlement faces are significant; Ebenezer Howard himself could not have imagined that these are in 
part due to their unrivalled success as model settlements.  The concept, often referred to as a ‘Group of Slumless, 
Smokeless Cities’, was aimed at relieving the overcrowding of economic activities and people in the big cities.  The 
green belt would help to prevent urban sprawl as the suburbs grew, as well as helping to decentralise the population 
from the city into the self-contained settlements.  
 
The importance of good quality environments cannot be underestimated.  Green spaces, trees and attractive 
architecture and good design all contribute to the well being of society and help to ensure cohesion and a sense of 
community.  This is no more apparent than in the pioneering settlements of Letchworth and Welwyn Garden Cities, 
developed in the early 1900s by Ebenezer Howard. 
 
Today, these settlements are viewed with great respect by their inhabitants, but there is also concern as to how to 
continue to manage the difficult balance between conservation and regeneration.  It is for this reason that the Policy 
Advice Note launched in October 2008 was so timely, and in its narrative and recommendations, so apposite. 
 
The Society believes strongly that so much of what the town stands for is still as true today as when it was first 
founded and it welcomes the guidance note from the Town and Country Planning Association – launched last year 
here in the town. 
 
۩  The Civic Trust 
 
As this newsletter went to press we had just heard that the Civic Trust was going into Administration.  This is a 
casualty of the recession and the loss of contracts which it seems in recent years they had become reliant on.  Steps 
are apparently being taken to see what can be saved from the wreckage but at this stage it is too early to say 
whether it will be replaced. 
 
The Trust acted as a sponsoring body for all civic amenity societies, such as our own, and lobbied Parliament on 
issues that affected them.   
 
One of the contracts that the Trust lost was the one for awarding “Green Flag” awards – one of which has been 
regularly granted to Stanborough Park. 
 
۩  More postcards 
 
We are delighted to announce that the Society now has more postcards available for sale, priced at 30p each.  The 
response to our first production run was very high and we sold out.  They are again available at the library, and 
other outlets in the area.  They are also available directly from Jenny McCann, 51 Valley Road, Welwyn Garden 
City, telephone 01707 322233. 
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۩  Lidl signs 
 
Members may be aware of the row that has taken place over the Lidl signs at Moors Walk in Panshanger and which 
has been reported in the local papers.  This is something to which the Society has lent its support, as clearly 
approval of the signs was an error.  If the council was to admit to the error, then it would have had to have met the 
cost of the removal of the signs.  For this reason, it has sought to defend its action.  However, it has done the next 
best thing and that is it will seek to avoid renewing its approval when this expires in August 2010. 
 

 
 

 

There was an attempt to liken the signs to something akin to a “pub sign”.  Members can judge for themselves how 
these compare from the accompanying photographs.  In the meantime, we have sought advice from English 
Heritage whose view is set out below: 
 
“Welwyn Garden City has a distinctive townscape, with a close affinity to its sister settlement at Letchworth.  
English Heritage has commended the designation of a large conservation area and continues to support the Estate 
Management Scheme.  We feel that the protection of the spaces between the buildings is often as important as the 
retention of the architectural details themselves. 

  
I have seen the signs at Moors Walk and must say that I am rather concerned that besides creating an 
uncharacteristic intrusion into what is otherwise a soft Arcadian street scene, they could set a dangerous precedent 
for other signs in the residential areas of the Garden City. 

  
These particular signs appear over-sized and out of proportion with their role.  The colours, with the standard the 
same blue as the background of the sign give them an undue emphasis. They also break with the conventions of 
traditional signs such as pub signs which usually had a timber post from which a sign hung on a bracket.  (This was 
often white, but English Heritage advises in "Streets For All" that a dark colour for posts to traffic signs has a 
receding visual impact). 

  
There may be need for one directional sign here, but one wonders why it needs to be so high and why it cannot be 
reduced, perhaps to the Lidl roundel, and placed in a less conspicuous position on a more sympathetic mount. 

  
English Heritage is rarely consulted on individual signs, but I would recommend that the local authority considers a 
strong and well-reasoned policy that prevents this type of intrusive design being adopted elsewhere in Welwyn.” 
 
۩  Last night I stroked a pipistrelle.... 
 
A member writes: 
  
“The Commonswood Nature Watch Committee hosted a meeting …. to broadcast the LaFarge development 
proposals for land adjoining The Commons Local Nature Reserve.  It was very well attended.  Also in attendance 
were Grant Shapps, Mike Hobday, Margaret Birleson, Louise Lotz and maybe other councillors.  Shapps, Hobday 
and Birleson all pledged their support to the Committee in its endeavour to protect the Nature Reserve.  (The cynic 
says, "and much good it may do them!”). 
  
I really did stroke a living pipistrelle.  Its ‘fur’ is so fine, I couldn't feel it!” 
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۩   Panshanger Airfield redevelopment 
 
More proposals have been unveiled for extra housing in the town, this time in respect of Panshanger Airfield.  Once 
again, the developer has stressed that the development is all but agreed but committee members who attended a 
rather poorly presented set of proposals were under-whelmed. 
 
In this economic climate and, should there be a change in government, we are doubtful that these proposals would 
proceed much further.  As ever, we will monitor what takes place.  
 
۩  Sherrardspark Wood 
 
Members will be well aware that Sherrardspark Wood is looked after by the Sherrardspark Wood Wardens’ 
Society.  We list below a number of events they are having this year which may be of interest to members: 
 

Story Teller 
 

Beltaine (Peter Hearne) 
Woodland tales, poems and songs 
 

Sunday 
7 June 

 

10.00 am and 
2.00 pm.       

Why not bring 
your own picnic 

 
Woodland Plants for 
Food and Medicine 
 

Mary Barton 
Medicinal Herbalist 
 

Sunday 
14 June 

 

11.00 am 
 

Badger Watch* Badger Group at HMWT site, Tewin Wood. 
Cost £7 with £4 going to the Badger Group.** 
 

Friday 
3 July 

 

8.45 pm 
 

Woodland Trees 
 

Neal Holmes-Smith 
Environmentalist and Wood Warden 
 

Saturday 
1 August 

 

2.00 pm 
 

Dowsing: exploring 
the history of the 
Sexton Plantation 
 

Dr Rene Pudefoot 
Hertfordshire Dowsers 
 

Sunday 
16 August 

2.00 pm 
 

Bat Watching at the Lakes 
 

Roger Havard 
Herts. Bat Group 
 

Friday 
28 August 

 

7.30 pm 
 

Fungal Foray 
 

Christine James 
Ecology Officer, WHBC 
 

Sunday 
11 October 

 

2.00 pm 
 

* There are limited numbers for these activities, so please book early to avoid disappointment. 
** The Badger Group has increased its charge. 
 
To register please ring Charlotte on 01707 377786 or Helen McLean on 01707 329034. 
 
The meeting point is normally the Pentley Park/Templewood entrance to Sherrardspark Wood.  However, for the 
Story Teller and Bats at the Lake, details are available at registration.  There is a charge, normally £3 per person, 
which goes towards Wood Wardens’ running costs. 
 
۩  Broadwater redevelopment 
 
Since Tesco’s proposals were first unveiled some months ago, there have been no major announcements except 
along the lines of “Tesco are determined to invest in this project despite the downturn”.  A series of workshops 
have also taken place but we have nothing new to report. 
 
The committee’s position is that we are bound to consider any proposals that might enhance the town and have 
purposefully refused to adopt a generic “anti Tesco” stand, which has become all too evident across many parts of 
the country.  Quite apart from the fact that the company is partly headquartered in Shire Park, it is in the town’s 
interest to consider all proposals that may enhance the place. 
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We have, however, made it clear to Tesco that any redevelopment of the Broadwater site must enhance the town, 
must respect its ethos and heritage and must be done in such a way that does not destroy the existing town centre by 
diverting traffic away from it.  These are very tough hurdles to jump but we are pleased to note that the company 
has assembled a leading and prestigious group of architects, consultants and landscape designers for what they all 
know is a site that will receive critical acclaim or otherwise on a world wide basis. 
 
۩  Hardings clock 
 

 
 
Residents are often surprised by little touches in the town that are perhaps not so well known.  One example is the 
clock in Hardings.  Own up – how many of you have seen it? 
 
۩  Stanborough School’s 70th Anniversary 
 
Robert Paisley, Deputy Headteacher, writes as follows: 
 
"Stanborough School celebrates its 70th Anniversary this year.  Originally the Welwyn Garden City Grammar 
School, it was opened in September 1939.  We are looking to commemorate our Platinum Jubilee in style, and hope 
to involve many present and former staff and students.  
We want to spread the word about our anniversary and are looking for as many ideas as possible.  Our plans so far 
include: 
 

 “The Stanborough Story” - 70 years of history and memories 
 Celebrations including reunions and exhibitions 
 Stanborough70 themed events, including a Summer Ball and balloon launch 

 
The design for the new logo to celebrate the 70th Anniversary was created by Lucinda Toole who is currently in 
Year 10 at Stanborough School. 
 
Stanborough’s famous clock tower will be refurbished as part of our celebrations.  We have commissioned Smith 
of Derby to renovate the clock, and restore it to full working order.  
 
As well as looking back over the school’s 70 year history we will also be looking forward to the next 70 years at 
Stanborough.  We hope to complete at least two projects on the school site that will save energy and provide a 
sustainable environment for the future. 
 
There will be regular updates on the school website: www.stanborough.herts.sch.uk 
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If you are a former pupil, please let us know…. 
 

 How you would like to be involved 
 What events would you like to see 
 How we can raise money for the clock tower restoration and our environmental projects 
 If you can help build the Stanborough archive with your photos, documents or memories 

 
We look forward to hearing from anyone who is interested in helping us with our celebrations. 
 
Email: info.stanborough70@stanborough.herts.sch.uk 
Post: Stanborough School, Lemsford Lane, Welwyn Garden City AL8 6YR 
Tel: 01707 321755” 
 
۩  Sainsbury’s redevelopment 
 
We recently met Sainsbury’s again to further discuss their proposed redevelopment and it does now seem that the 
plans will be finally coming through to the planning committee very shortly.   Our view is that they have really 
sought to take on board the views that were put to them and we do think that the final design is a massive 
improvement on their original proposals and indeed, on their existing building. 
 
We have repeatedly pressed the company to improve the area in which their operation is currently situated.  Whilst 
some improvement is evident, we did not think this was good enough and the area, in consequence, has suffered 
from a general air of neglect.  We have told the company that they have lost a good number of friends as a result.  
We are hopeful that our comments, along with those of the Chamber of Commerce will be heeded if, and when 
approval is given to their proposals.  
 
If approval is given, then work is unlikely to commence for some months as there is a period of three months when 
notice can be served of objection by other developers…. or other supermarket chains, for that matter. 
 
۩  Digswell Riding for the Disabled 
  
Digswell Riding for the Disabled, the RDA at Rectory Road, Welwyn Garden City is looking for volunteers on 
Thursdays from 13.15 to 14.45, to walk alongside the horse, led by another volunteer, and keep an eye on the rider 
as necessary.  If you are interested and able to help, Diana would be very pleased to hear from you on 01707 
892683. 
 
۩  We would very much like to hear any thoughts you might have on Welwyn Garden City, past or present, 
positive or negative.  If anything comes to mind, do please contact the newsletter co-ordinator or, indeed, any 
committee member.  We are not always aware of what you might consider to be a useful insight into some 
important aspect of our town, so any interaction would be a good thing.  Please feel free to either email me on 
sheila.oreilly@talktalk.net or telephone me on 01707 324272. 
 
 


