
 

WELWYN GARDEN CITY SOCIETY 
Newsletter

January 2007 
www.wgcsoc.org.uk

 
Dear Member 
 
In our last newsletter, we highlighted the issue of the Management Scheme and the fact that it was not being properly 
used in the management of the town.  Early in December, officers of the Society presented their views to the working 
party of councillors who are, at present, reviewing its operation.   
 
The implications for the future of the town are very important.  As the issues are many (but not as complex as some 
would have you believe), the Committee is holding an evening meeting on Tuesday 6 February at 8.00 pm in St 
Francis of Assisi Church Hall, Church Road, Welwyn Garden City to explain matters to all those members who 
wish to come along.  The evening will include the presentation recently given to the working party of councillors.  We 
would welcome your ideas and views and look forward to seeing you there. 
 
 
 

 
  

۩  Brocket Close – a design gem amongst the closes of Welwyn Garden City 
 
The inspiration of the design is not immediately apparent as you enter the Close but it is all in the horizontal alignment.  
The site is sloped and the design of the terraced houses is different on the three sides, but the design as a whole is held 
together by the fact that the guttering aligns around the close:  a very good example of the charm of the Garden City 
being created by the juxtaposition of properties.  The Close has been recommended by the Society for consideration of 
a Grade II group listing. 
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۩  The East of England Plan 
 
Just before Christmas, it was reported that The Rt Hon Ruth Kelly MP, Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government had agreed, in principle, to take out a huge swathe of Green Belt north of Harlow and to allow some 
20,000 houses to be built there before 2030.  This is in addition to the 10,000 homes that the Secretary of State has 
indicated is appropriate for Welwyn Hatfield, another 12,000 in Dacorum and further expansion of Stevenage into 
north Hertfordshire.  A further cloud hangs over north Hertfordshire, as the Secretary of State is reviewing the possible 
expansion of Luton eastwards.  She is on record as stating that theses figures are “the floor and not the ceiling”. 
 
It is very clear that central government is now seeking to attack the Green Belt very directly, to make a massive impact 
on Hertfordshire and to disregard local objections, however soundly based they may be, in terms of local infrastructure 
planning, potential lack of water resources or, in the case of our own town, the very likely reduced health service 
provision following the reduced capability of our local hospital. 
 
The Campaign to Protect Rural England Hertfordshire’s Honorary Director, Kevin FitzGerald, with whom the Society 
works is on record as stating: 
 
“This is dreadful news but there will now be a twelve-week consultation period in which the public can have their say.  
The consultation ends at 5.30 pm on 9 March next.  I urge people not to be put off by the callous disregard which has 
been shown to the views of tens of thousands who sent in their comments on the draft plan.  The loss of so much of our 
countryside and the added strain on transport and infrastructure will drag down our quality of life.  We will be holding 
a public meeting early in the New Year to alert people to the full horror of what lies buried in the massive 260 page 
report and to help them make an informed response.  
 
Note that a response form can be found on www.goeast.gov.uk. 
 
Members may also be aware that local and county authorities are also very much against these proposals.  Members 
should see the County’s position at www.hertsdirect.org/easteangland.  On this occasion, central government appears 
to have united both local authorities and amenity bodies into a common cause – probably a unique achievement!  We 
understand that local MPs are seeking to pull the various disparate campaigns against these proposals into a cohesive 
Hertfordshire effort. 
 
The Society will be making further representations to the Secretary of State and more information on this whole issue 
will be found in the Welwyn Times and other local papers throughout 2007… and beyond.  We are particularly 
concerned that the proposals being made may actually result in greater numbers of houses being imposed on our 
Borough other than the 10,000 that have been the subject of much debate.  This is being pursued. 
 
۩  The spectre of redevelopment 
 
The Welwyn Garden City Society has been developing closer ties with the other two “garden” communities; 
Letchworth Garden City and Hampstead Garden Suburb.  All three garden communities are concerned with the 
continuing relaxation of planning controls over the last two decades and how these might cause the breakdown of the 
garden cities’ design standards.  The recent Barker report shows that such controls can be expected to be further 
relaxed over the coming decades. 
 
We have recently written in support of preventing a proposed redevelopment in Hampstead Garden Suburb.  Overseas 
developers have purchased an original garden suburb house on a double plot and have applied for demolition and 
redevelopment of two new properties; but this redevelopment would upset the balance of the road and adjoining 
properties.  The house in itself is not worthy of listing but it is an essential part of the group.  The local planning 
authority, Barnet, has granted the application.  Hampstead Garden Suburb Trust, which runs the estate management 
scheme, has appealed and has had its appeal refused.  The Trust is now going to court for a decision to enforce its 
action through its Management Scheme. 
 
Our concern is that the same problem could start to become common here in Welwyn Garden City.  The local planning  

http://www.hertsdirect.org/easteangland


authority, the Borough Council, is under pressure to increase the number of properties and owners of properties on 
large sites might feel encouraged to apply for redevelopment.  For example, there has been a recent application for the 
demolition of a group of six garages behind Parkway and the building of a bungalow on the site. Here the Planning 
Department has turned down the application but the developer has gone to appeal.  The Society has written in support 
of the local planning authority decision and the result of the appeal is still awaited.  
 
But what will happen as the local authority is put under increasing pressure from central government?  Might this result 
in the redevelopment of larger sites such as King George V and Applecroft School playing fields?  This potential threat 
is one of the reasons why it is important to maintain the Garden City Estate Management Scheme.  The powers under 
this scheme are stronger than those under the local planning regulations – provided there is a will to enforce them. 
 
۩  Milestones project 
 
On a very windy and wet Saturday morning, 25 November 2006, a number of interested people gathered on the B197 
road at its junction with Brockswood Lane.  The occasion was the formal unveiling of a plaque by the Mayor of 
Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council, Councillor John Hawkins, together with Mrs Greta Plowman, recording the 
recovery of two old milestones. 
 
Users of the B197 will now see that near the junction with Brockswood Lane on one side of the road there is a black 
and white mile marker; this indicates that it is 23 miles to London.  On the other side of the road, on the corner of 
Brockswood Lane, there is another old stone marker. 
 
Both these markers were rescued in 1973 by the late Piers Plowman, a longstanding resident of Welwyn Garden City.  
When the A1 was being upgraded to motorway standard, Piers noticed a small portion of the milestones protruding 
from a pile of bulldozed rubble awaiting a skip.  He managed to extricate both and, after loading them into his old 
Land-Rover, delivered them to the council depot the following day. 
 
They were received with delight and, greatly to the credit of the Council at that time, the contractors were persuaded to 
re-instate the milestones placed as near as possible to their original positions: they are now on the Old Great North 
Road, the B197. 
 

 
 
The Council Highways Department has, in the 
meantime, maintained the paintwork on the early 
nineteenth century cast iron, black and white marker, 
its “London 23” standing out clearly.  However, its 
older, stone predecessor’s Roman lettering and 
numerals have, with age and weathering, completely 
disappeared.  Concern was expressed that at some 
future date it might yet succumb to the fate it so 
narrowly escaped in 1973. 
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However, over the past eighteen months a cooperative of interested parties has been given permission to install an 
explanatory plaque beside the hitherto anonymous piece of stone.  This records its place in local history near the town 
of Welwyn Garden City.  The Society brought this historical milestone to the attention of Welwyn Hatfield Borough 
Council and gained the necessary funding to restore both milestones to their former glory by way of a community grant 
and a donation from our Society funds. 
 
The Society and the town of Welwyn Garden City owe a debt of gratitude to the late Piers Plowman and it was 
therefore fitting that his widow, Greta Plowman, should assist the Mayor with the unveiling ceremony. 
 
۩  Trees in Welwyn Garden City 
 
It seems that a number of the trees planted around 80 years ago are nearing the end of their lives.  Pentley Park is being 
replanted as well as parts of Parkway and several other areas in the town.  Old age, disease, root infirmity and 
insurance problems are spelling the death knell for others; and how many conker trees are at death’s door?   
 
Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council are currently re-examining their tree planting strategy and we have been invited to 
make our comments known by responding to their web site: 
 
 www.welhat.gov.uk/environmentplanning/trees/dnld_trees/Merged_Tree_Strategy.pdf.   
 
The Council is incidentally very pleased with those who are actively participating as Tree Wardens and would 
welcome more people volunteering to water and keep an eye on trees they choose to watch.  More information on this 
scheme can be obtained from Oliver Waring on 01707 357000. 
 
This may be a good time to examine the opportunity for different, alternative and perhaps newer introductions of trees 
and it would be useful to know from members what trees they have found to thrive in the locality and other such 
information as the following: 
 

a) what species have suffered in the town; and 
b) what species members like; and 
c) what trees members most dislike; and 
d) what trees are most manageable, eg Plane trees need expensive pruning, while some varieties attract fungal 

infection or will topple in high winds; and 
e) what trees are appropriate for their proposed position. 

 
One stunning tree that springs to mind is the Golden Rain tree (Koelreuteria paniculata) near the statue, Dawn, in 
Parkway – but was it really intended to grow so majestically and yet so close to houses?  Of course, there are many 
gems around the town but in these warmer days and with new hybrid introductions, is there perhaps more choice 
available and is it possible to manage them? 
 
The Welwyn Garden City Horticultural Society has indicated that they might find their members willing to respond to 
a possible survey.  It could form a benchmark for future measurement.  We feel that many of our members might also 
contribute to this subject – one that is so important to the wonder of Welwyn Garden City.  Any thoughts or comments 
at this stage would be welcomed.  Please pass your comments and ideas on to Malcolm Day. 
 
۩  Visit by a Japanese group 
 
Certain members of the Executive Committee recently played host to a group of visitors from Japan who wished to be 
shown around parts of the Garden City.  Readers of this newsletter will be well aware that this is something the Society 
does for any group that wishes to see the town in depth.  Indeed, there is now an itinerary and written backup in place 
that can be appropriately adapted and used for any future visitors.   
 
On this occasion, the group was from a Japanese company called NSCP, a subsidiary organisation within a major 
Japanese steel company, Nippon Steel Produce Inc.  This company is a property developer and it wishes to build a 

http://www.welhat.gov.uk/environmentplanning/trees/dnld_trees/Merged_Tree_Strategy.pdf


small development near Tokyo based on the planning ideals of Welwyn Garden City. The houses there are expected to 
be available for purchase some time in 2007. 
 
Apart from wanting to see the town and aspects of its layout, the group was also shown two typical houses on the west 
side to see what an unaltered interior looked like compared to another where numerous changes had been made since 
the house was first built.   They posed many questions about living in the town and sought further relevant information, 
which the Council kindly provided. 
 
The party included the developers, their advertising agency, their garden planner and representatives from a Japanese 
travel magazine which is devoted to the UK. In addition, they brought with them a photographer and film crew and 
some of the group are shown in the attached photograph. 
 
Their project is called “Chishirodai”, which we understand can be loosely translated as “a thousand castles on the 
downs”, so it is possible they may have plans to grow their initial development to something much larger.  The 
Chairman recently received a very kind letter from their parent organization and we are printing extracts below.  The 
Committee is currently considering its suggestions concerning the naming of the proposed development and any 
further information on this subject will be given in future newsletters. 
 

 
Mr Tada (Advertising agency), Ms Saiti (Marketing), Mr Momi (Project Manager), Paul Everard (WHBC), 

Tony Grice (Chairman), Lisa Grenfell (Vice Chairman), Mr Yamazaki (Garden designer), Shaun O'Reilly (Secretary) 
 

۩  Extract from a letter to Chairman, Tony Grice from Nippon Steel Produce Inc 
 
“We would like to thank you for your valuable time during our visit on November 24, 2006 and for your explanation of 
the current overview of the City.  We would also like to express our sincere gratitude for your answers to our questions 
in the e-mail prior to our visit and for the considerate gesture of attaching the additional information which served to 
further our understanding during our tour of the City.  We are also grateful of the souvenir received as a gesture of 
goodwill and for your very informative commentary throughout the two hour tour of the city. 
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The house inspection gave us a look into the private aspects of people’s lives and presented an insightful look into the 
“Beginning” of the modern home and a feel for English lifestyles characterized by living in the same home for many 
years. 
 
Where possible, we have decided to incorporate the ideas behind the Grand Vision that we have learned from our trip 
to Welwyn into our housing project in Chishirodai to be announced in 2007.  We have decided to develop an 
environment that will only improve as the number of citizens increase, a town in which our children will continue to 
live on for another one hundred years.   
 
Kind regards, 
 
Nippon Steel City Produce Inc” 
 
۩  Membership subscriptions 
 
The demands on the Society grow relentlessly.  The Committee is actively engaged in discussions, representations, 
lobbying, meetings, correspondence etc on many issues affecting the town.  These include the reviews of the major 
redevelopment of the town centre; the redevelopment of land on Broadwater Road; the West Side Conservation Area 
and a review of the Welwyn Garden City Management Scheme.   The latest announcement on19 December by the The 
Rt Hon Ruth Kelly MP, Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government on new homes to be built in the 
area adds to the list of issues that the Society needs to address.  
 
In order to support the Officers’ activities and to provide an opportunity for all interested local residents to add their 
voices to the Society’s efforts, we launched a major membership recruitment campaign.  So your active help in 
introducing new members to the organisation would be most welcome.   
 
In support of this effort we have improved the look, content and frequency of the Society’s Newsletter as we hope you 
have noticed.   You will appreciate that this has increased our costs but the Committee considers it is essential that the 
presentation of the Society’s point of view is substantially enhanced.  We are hopeful that members will support us in 
this regard. 
 
All of the Officers of the Society are volunteers and do not receive any remuneration for their time and efforts. 
 
To reflect the increase in activity, it was agreed to review and simplify the overly complex subscription options.  The 
subscription charges were last reviewed some six years ago and the new table of fees will better enable the Society to 
meet its objectives. 
 
As from 1 April 2007 the rates per annum will be as follows: 
   
Individual £10 Individual (over 60)  £5 
Joint/family £15 Joint/family (over 60) £7.50 
 
These rates are still very low and are comparable with those of other amenity bodies with whom we have made 
comparisons.  A renewal/application form will be sent out around March providing the opportunity to set up a Standing 
Order to the Society. 
 
۩  Verges and roads 
 
The Committee continues to be concerned about the verges as it thinks this is now getting worse.  There are a number 
of aspects that all contribute to this. 
 
Leaves are no longer swept up as much as they used to be.  Consequently, last winter when officials arranged to mark 
out in white paint those streets where repairs were necessary they were unable to see much of the damage because of 
the leaf fall.  So later, these streets are seen to carry greater damage requiring still greater repairs. 
 



Similarly,  blowing  grass  cuttings off  the greensward onto  the roads only serves to block the drains, with consequent  
flooding.  At  times, it  is actually difficult  to see where the  road  ends and the verge begins, as the curb is somewhere 
lost in a heap of leaves that should have been swept up long ago. 
 
 

  
 
 
To add to the problem, lorries and cars are apt to take to the verges to speed up their progress when other vehicles are 
parked badly.  Both Borough and County Council vehicles are amongst the offenders.  The Welwyn Times has carried 
letters highlighting this; our photographs in this newsletter tell their own stories.  We are taking these matters up with 
the Council. 
 
 

 
 

 
۩  The Sainsbury’s redevelopment 
 
Members may be wondering what is happening in connection with the seemingly ever delayed Sainsbury’s 
redevelopment in the town centre.  The latest news we have received is that an amended planning application is now in 
course of submission as Sainsbury’s were not altogether satisfied with the access to the rear service area but that this 
latest design now meets their revised requirements.  It also appears that other legal issues in connection with access 
have also been resolved but it is still unlikely that any work will begin before July 2007. 
 
۩  Digswell Lake Society 
 
The Digswell Lake Society owns the lake and the wooded parkland that surrounds it.  The area, some 17.5 acres in all, 
is managed as a nature reserve and a place of tranquil beauty. 
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Members may not be aware that Digswell Lake Society arranges meetings from time to time on issues of interest to its 
own members.  It has also indicated that it is very pleased to welcome members of Welwyn Garden City Society to 
those meetings upon payment of a nominal admission charge of £1. 
 
Here are some dates and subjects that you may like to make a note of: 
 
Friday 26 January 2007 Promoting Rural Hertfordshire 

Speaker is Kevin Fitzgerald 
Kevin is a campaigner for “CPRE – The Hertfordshire Society” and deals with 
matters such as housing developments, airport expansion, transportation, etc. 
 

Friday 23 March 2007 The Workings of the HMWT 
Speaker is Jackie Primett 
Jackie, a volunteer speaker for the Herts and Middlesex Wildlife Trust, will describe 
the valuable nature conservation work being carried out in our region. 
 

Friday 8 June 2007 AGM followed by: 
Action for Wildlife in the Lea Valley 
Speaker is Tim Hill 
Conservation Manager HMWT. 
A look at the Kingsmead, Ryemeads and Amwell nature reserves. 
 

Friday 12 October 2007 The Enchanted Isles 
Speaker is John Wyatt 
John, a well travelled expedition leader, will show and describe the wildlife and more 
of the Galapagos Archipelago. 
 

Friday 23 November 2007 Roman Archaeology in Hertfordshire 
Speaker is Simon West 
Simon is a local expert on this subject and currently leading the “dig” which is 
proceeding in Wheathampstead. 
 

All evening meetings commence at 7.30 pm and are held at Digswell Village Hall, Harmer Green Lane, Digswell.  
Refreshments are provided and if you need more information, please contact Don Fisher on 01707 321089. 
 
۩  Editor 
 
Some members have asked who the Editor of the newsletter is.  Well, it’s me, Sheila O’Reilly.  However, I would 
rather be called a coordinator, as many people contribute to the overall - I just stitch things together.  If you wish to 
contact me directly about any aspect of the newsletter, please feel free to email me on sheila.oreilly@talktalk.net. 
 


