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Dear Member 
 
Sent out with this Newsletter is an agenda for the forthcoming Annual General Meeting due to take place on 
Wednesday 19 July at 20.00 (8.00 pm).  Apart from the business of the AGM itself, we have also invited Mr Stuart 
Kenny, the Chief Executive of the Letchworth Garden City Heritage Foundation to speak to members.  The Executive 
Committee feel that it is important for members to see what can be achieved when there is a will to make things 
happen.  It is hoped that as many people as possible will be able to attend the meeting. 
 
 

 

 
 
۩  Visit to Welwyn Garden City by French Planning Students 
 
On Tuesday 18 April, Welwyn Garden City was honoured with a visit by 30 French students from Grenoble University 
in France.  They were accompanied by Mr Graeme Bell, a Vice President of the Town & Country Planning Association 
who lives in Welwyn Garden City.  The students are studying Town & Country Planning and, as part of a week’s visit 
to the United Kingdom, wished to see a planned Garden City.  The picture shows some of the students outside the 
house in Guessens Road once occupied by Ebenezer Howard. 
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On arrival in Welwyn Garden City, the students were welcomed to the town in the Campus West by the Vice Chairman 
of the Welwyn Hatfield Council, Councillor John Hawkins.  He was accompanied by Chris Conway, Chief Planning & 
Environmental Health Officer.  After a brief explanation of the town’s history, the students were broken into three 
smaller groups for a short tour of the Conservation Area led by the Society Chairman Tony Grice, Vice Chairman 
Malcolm Day, and Graeme Bell. 
 
The tour started at the White Bridge in Digswell Road to enable the students to see the vista down Parkway, much 
improved without the Laurels.  The groups then walked across the Campus past the Lois de Soissons memorial and 
across Bridge Road to the Sir Theodore Chambers memorial.  The students were very impressed at the open aspects 
and green spaces within the town centre. 
 
The tour continued to the Coronation Fountain, to enable the students to see the views down Howardsgate to the 
Howard Centre.  They also examined the plaque commemorating Ebenezer Howard in Howardsgate.  From there the 
groups walked across Parkway to Russellcroft Road and to Homerfield.  It was explained to them that Homerfield was 
a classic example of a small Close, which provided a sense of community to its residents.  The students were 
particularly interested to hear that there was little social housing now within the Conservation Area.  They were also 
astounded at the prices that houses were selling at. 
 
From Homerfield, some students continued to the junction of Handside Lane and Russellcroft Road to see what is left 
of the original country lane.  Finally, all the students returned to Guessens Road to pass the Blue Plaque houses once 
owned by Sir Frederic Osborn, Sir Theodore Chambers and Ebenezer Howard.  After taking many photographs they 
returned to Campus West to rejoin their coach and take their leave of Welwyn Garden City. 
 
It was pleasing that the students wished to see Welwyn Garden City, as they were spending most of their stay in 
London.  The only other town being visited was Milton Keynes, which is where they went after visiting us.  This gives 
an indication of how revered as a Town and Country Planning icon Welwyn Garden City is around the world. 
 
۩ Planning Appeal – 15 The Valley Green 
 
Society members will be pleased to hear that an Appeal against refusal of Planning Permission by Welwyn Hatfield 
Council for 15 The Valley Green, Welwyn Garden City has been dismissed. 
 
The owner had applied to erect a two storey rear extension together with a first floor side extension to 15 The Valley 
Green.  The Appeal was dealt with by an Inspector from the Planning Inspectorate based in Bristol. 
 
He visited Welwyn Garden City to see for himself what was proposed and to gauge the effects on neighbouring 
properties.  He also walked round the surrounding area before and after the accompanied part of his visit. 
 
The main issue he considered was his need to pay special attention to the desirability of preserving or enhancing the 
character or appearance of the Garden City Conservation Area.   
 
He also had to consider whether the result of the proposed works would be an over large building having a harmful 
impact within the street scene, and whether the domestic amenities enjoyed by neighbours would be materially 
diminished. 
 
The Inspector referred to the formal layout of the houses in The Valley Green, but acknowledged that there were a 
number of examples of alterations and sizeable extensions given planning permission in the past.  However, he 
indicated that it was the merits of the appeal proposals rather than the principle of extension that he was concerned 
with. 
 
The Inspector then described the appeal proposals in comparison to the surrounding properties.  He states that the 
appeal proposal is different in scale and type.  By occupying the whole of the rear of number 15 and projecting 
significantly from it, the entire architectural nature of the house would be changed.  The design would introduce a large 
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area of flat roofing behind the sloping pitches of the extension.  The visual quality and integrity of the single storey 
linking block would be marred by the presence of a two storey element above it, and that new element would bring 
about a diminution in the privacy and open outlook of the occupants of number 14, notably when using their garden. 
 
The removal of a significant chimney would also have an adverse effect on the appearance of the building.  The 
Inspector noted the appellants’ statement that this would be a matter for negotiation, but the proposals before him show 
it to be demolished.  This action alone would decrease the intrinsic architectural interest of the building and its 
neighbours. 
 
The Inspector stated finally that the Appeal proposals fail to respect the scale or architectural character of the present 
building.  The character of the Conservation Area would be neither enhanced nor maintained if the Appeal was 
allowed.  The letter and spirit of the Local Plan policies of the Council would be breached.  For the reasons given 
above and having regard to all the other matters raised, the Inspector concluded that the Appeal should be dismissed. 
 
It is extremely gratifying that a Planning Inspector from outside the area has identified the many aspects of the 
Conservation Area in Welwyn Garden City that should be maintained.  This coincides with the principles of the 
Society, and we urge the Planning Department of the Council to take full note of this. 

۩ Brockswood Lane Milestones 

Members will be well aware that the route of the A1, now the A1(M) has changed over the years as improvements to it 
have taken place.  It was during one of these changes that the late Piers Plowman came across a marker in a mound of 
rubble awaiting removal.  It turned out to be a nineteenth century, cast iron, mile marker, badly chipped, but with the 
still legible “London 23 miles” marked upon it. 
  
With further searching, the earlier stone marker was also uncovered and these were duly re-erected each side of the 
road where they stood for some years.  However, these were seen to be deteriorating by Greta Ploughman who, with 
great perseverance, has managed to get some proper recognition for these stones.  This was done with the help of Anne 
Marie Parker (ex deputy County Librarian), John Donovan of the Milestone Society, Tony Rook, Caroline Rigby of the 
Mill Green Museum and our local authority who have funded part of the memorial – all of whom have had a part to 
play in Greta’s long fight to ensure that these markers were not lost forever. 
 
An explanatory plaque is to be erected at the site of the stones designed by Brian Scott.  This has now been agreed and, 
hopefully, this will be erected shortly.  The Society has agreed to fund the balance of the moneys required.  
 
Editor’s note:  We will of course report on the erection of the plaque. 
 
۩ Grass Cutting 
 
We know that members of the Society are concerned at the poor state of the grass cutting in the town.  Whereas some 
areas of the town appear to be well looked after, it is very apparent that others are not. 
 
The matter has been taken up with the Council and it seems that they are far from being in control of the contractors 
who are responsible for implementing their contract.  When this was queried, it seemed that the Council was not fully 
aware as to what parts of the Garden City had been cut and which were due to receive their next cut. 
 
Accordingly, the Chairman, Tony Grice wrote to the Welwyn Times to highlight the issue.  This will continue to have 
your Committee’s attention, as it is clear from comments made to the Officers of the Society that this has become an 
important issue for many people. 
 
۩ Street Furniture 
 
Street names - Our feature on the font being used within the Garden City prompted some discussion and comment from  
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Members.  In particular, they commented on the state of the signs in many parts of the town, so a number of members 
went on a random tour and many photographs were taken.  The editor could have chosen any number of examples from 
those sent to him but these are illustrative of the poor condition of some of the signage. 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
Signs - We have already written to the Highways Authority about the surfeit of signs that have appeared in various 
parts of the town but that, as they say, is for another Newsletter perhaps. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
We are showing these examples 
of signs that have been put up and 
are now pretty illegible.  
However, this does not deter 
“sign officials”, as they are apt to 
place a newer and cleaner sign 
right over the old one, reflecting 
the very latest drive in street 
scene management.  The new 
yellow one states “Street Wardens 
patrol this area” immediately 
above an older “Neighbourhood 
Watch Area” sign. 
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While looking at the street names, 
members also noticed that lamp 
standards in many parts of the 
town are in an appalling state.  
Here are some that came to our 
attention.  Again, we have many 
examples like these and we have 
written to the Highways Authority 
about this. 
 

 
 
Post boxes - Again, if you look at some of the post boxes in the town, it is clear that they are not being properly 
maintained and cared for, as the following examples show: 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

We have written to the Chief Executive of the Post Office drawing his attention to the poor state of some of his  
infrastructure, which curiously contrasts with some of the latest bright, shiny, red vans.  We have subsequently heard  



from the local post office management that they intend to address the areas outside their Bessemer Road sorting office 
(which we had also highlighted), that post boxes and pouch boxes that are damaged due to vandalism and graffiti are 
repainted.  The Society will monitor this over the next few months. 
 
What does all this mean?  
 
The Society feels that the attempts to keep the street scene well managed and coherent is spoilt by haphazard and 
disjointed effort.  It seems that the various bodies associated with maintenance of the street scene may not be working 
together in a coherent manner.  The result is probably an overall waste of money and certainly a street scene that is 
deteriorating.  This is not in the interests of residents as it only gives encouragement to the litter lout and the vandal.  
The more the residents put up with this poor quality maintenance, the worse it will get.  The poor state of the street 
furniture is further reflected in the shoddy maintenance of the grass verges, the subject of which is covered elsewhere 
in this Newsletter. 
 
Members have generally been reluctant to complain about these matters but there now appears to be some feeling that 
the views of residents are being ignored and that it is about time these sorts of issues are addressed properly. 
 
Your Executive Committee has, therefore, brought these matters to the attention of the appropriate bodies concerned, 
but there is a concern that there appears to be little, if any, budget for street scene maintenance. Your Committee is 
seeking further clarification on this subject. 
 
۩ Cecil Elsom 

 
Some Members may have seen an obituary for the architect, Cecil Elsom in the ‘The Times’ national newspaper.  Born 
in 1912, he died on 3 April 2006. 
 
What was particularly interesting about his life was the fact that he started his own practice in 1933 after winning an 
architectural competition for a ‘Town Hall in Welwyn Garden City’ when he was aged 21 and just qualified. 
 
The Executive Committee members are not aware of who this gentleman was so we would be very pleased to hear 
from any Society members who have this information.  The other question is whether the original part of the town 
council offices was in fact designed by Cecil Elsom? 

۩ The following is taken from a letter received from Peter Zander who recently wrote to the Society 

“Molly Godshaw sent me the April Newsletter, because of our concern over the Cowper Cottages.  I lived in the 
Garden City 1933-1953, went to the High/Sherrardswood School and, just as I am a Berliner, and remain one, having 
started my life there, I remain a Garden Citizen... even after 52 years in Soho! 

I also have an association with the Society, Ralph Parkes-Pfeil having invited me to join the committee of the then 
Residents’ Association – don’t ask me which year that was – and, at the committee’s request, I made contact with the 
Civic Trust, obtained the pro-forma contract for the formation of the Society, which we achieved at one sub-committee 
and one committee meeting! 

I am in contact with Councillor Tony Skottowe – again through Molly Godshaw sending me the relevant Welwyn 
Times article on the Cowper Cottages, and my contacting him with my support: Is there any connection between his 
actions in the cause of saving this historic Welwyn Garden City feature, and the Society’s? 

It is most regrettable that English Heritage did not support the listing of the cottages: They should have recognised that, 
whereas they may not have any "outstanding architectural merit", they form an important cityscape contrast, in period 
and style, with the de Soissons neo-Georgian of Ebenezer Howard’s second Garden City, which is of town planning 
merit! 
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I liked your quote ‘a death by a thousand cuts’... completely apt.  I am sure there are many residents that do not realise 
the uniqueness of the Garden City.  And that uniqueness is slowly being whittled away, tidied up. 

The Lawrence Hall reminds me of the St Francis Boys’ Club, which had its regular activities and shows of athletic 
dancing, boxing etc in it.  It was run by a marvellous man, Mackie, Mr Macness, who lived on Meadow Green.  The 
club was of particular significance for me, as I was an outsider, a little foreigner, and he used to collect us boys on a 
Sunday morning, in his huge open car, and take us to St Francis for the service.  We had summer camps at Wells on 
Sea and when I was an older youngster, Mackie invited me to do the catering for him at the camp. 

Your logo, or a simplified black and white variant of it, featured on the publicity of the Garden City when we came to 
London in 1933.  It must have been the logo of the Garden City Company, which I think must have been tied up 
commercially with the Stores.  An artist might simplify the design for you, if you can’t find the ‘variant’ I knew, 
though I find the period feel of your logo attractive... 

Don’t let Tesco in!  And I am delighted you are favouring a policy of pro-activity!” 
 
۩ The Town Centre Supermarkets 
 
It is of concern to the Society that the Waitrose planning application for the development of its store on its existing site 
is still not agreed and that the start of the Sainsbury’s re-development has again been postponed – this time until 
January 2007.  This may have something to do with the developing situation of the redevelopment of the Broadwater 
area across the railway line from the railway station where Tesco has a significant site.  Here, the local authority has 
refused approval for any retail development.  
 
The Society’s position is that it does not want to see any redevelopment within the Garden City that will weaken the 
appeal of the town centre itself, which is an area that is due for review very shortly anyway.  So the Society is 
supportive of the approach taken by the Council; but it is apparent that supermarkets have massive resources in 
comparison with local authorities and there may well be an appeal over the local authority decision for the Broadwater 
area. 
 
However, the Society believes that local opinion will be central to the way these redevelopments take place over the 
next few years and the Society’s view must be heard throughout any planning process.  Residents will be clearly 
concerned that the future plans for their town are going to be settled by default or as an afterthought following the 
outcome of a battle between the local authority and a supermarket or between any groups of supermarkets.  The 
Executive Committee think members would find this unacceptable.   
 
In the meantime, the Society will seek to obtain more information on what is happening. 
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Notice of the Welwyn Garden City Society Annual General Meeting 2006 
 

To be held on Wednesday 19 July 2006 at 8.00 pm 
 

In the Main Hall at the Friends Meeting House 
Handside Lane   Welwyn Garden City 

 
AGENDA 

 
1. Apologies for absence 

 
2. Minutes of the last AGM held on 13 July 2005 

 
3. Matters arising 

 
4. Chairman’s Report 

 
5. Honorary Treasurer’s Report 

 
6. Election of Officers 

 
7. Election of Executive Committee 

 
8. Appointment of Examiner of Accounts 

 
9. Any other Business 

 
By order of the Executive Committee 
 
J S O’Reilly 
Honorary Secretary 
 
After the business of the Annual General Meeting, there will be a presentation by Mr Stuart Kenny,  
the Director General of Letchworth Garden City Heritage Foundation. 
 
Notes: 
 
At the 2005 AGM, Allan Kidney was appointed to the office of President for year 2005 – 2006. 
Current Officers of the Society are as follows: 
 
Chairman:          Tony Grice 
Vice Chair persons:  Lisa Grenfell 
    Malcolm Day 
Treasurer:   David Baynes 
Secretary:   Shaun O’Reilly 
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The other members of the Committee during the year have been: 
 
John Beech Andrew Carnegie Graham Elliott Kate Nafzger Chris Watts 
Geoff Beynon Malcolm Cowan Dennis Lewis Don Spicer  
 
With the exception of Graham Elliott, all the above have indicated their willingness to be re-elected and the Secretary 
confirms that he has received valid nominations in respect of each person willing to be re-elected. 
 
The Secretary also confirms that he has received a valid nomination in respect of Jenny McCann who has indicated her 
willingness to be elected. 
 
If any other member wishes to stand for election to the Executive Committee, they must ensure that their nomination 
has been lodged with the Honorary Secretary not less than seven days in advance of the AGM, has been properly 
proposed and seconded and that they have also signed it indicating their willingness to serve.  An appropriate form 
follows: 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
Welwyn Garden City Society Executive Committee Nomination Form 2006/07 

 
 
I would like to nominate:...........................................................  
as Chairman/Vice Chairman/Hon  Treasurer/ 
Hon Secretary/ Committee Member and I have the approval of the nominee to do so.* 
 

 

Proposer:.................................................................................... 
 

 

Address:.................................................................................................................................................................................. 
 
Telephone Number:................................................................... 
 

 

Seconder:................................................................................... 
 

 
 

I consent to being nominated:................................................... (Nominee)   
 

Address of Nominee:.............................................................................................................................................................. 
 
Telephone Number:................................................................... 
 

 

You may wish to nominate yourself but any candidate, proposer or seconder, must be a member 
 
*Please delete where necessary 
 
 

Please send this slip to the Hon Secretary at 47 Elmwood  Welwyn Garden City  AL8 6LD  
to be received there not later than 12 July 2006 
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