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Dear Member 
 
You will have seen from the Welwyn Times that the planning application for the redevelopment of the two cottages on 
Bridge Road has been withdrawn.  This is covered in more detail in this Newsletter.  We are also explaining some of 
the actions we are taking to raise the Society’s stature as it is evident that the residents of the town are going to have to 
press home their point of view much more firmly to have greater impact.  We are also asking for more active 
involvement from members who want to help in the Society’s work.  If you have any comments on the Newsletter, we 
are of course open to suggestions. 
 
 
 

 
Bridge Road Cottages (see page 3) 

 
۩  The Society is to raise its game 
 
Many Society members will be concerned at the apparent lack of will exhibited by the local authority in enforcing the 
Management Scheme within the Garden City.  Residents are concerned that the unique heritage of the town will be lost 
forever.  That was the essence of a letter from the Society’s Chairman, Tony Grice, which was recently printed in the 
Welwyn Times.  The letter is reprinted in this edition of the Newsletter in case any members missed it. 
 
It is clear that in order to reverse the slow but steady decline in the fabric of the town then the Society is going to have 
to gear itself up to meet a task that hitherto it has not been equipped to tackle.  So, your Committee has decided that it 
has to raise its game and become more active in pursuit of looking after the Garden City ethos. 



You will see reference in the Chairman’s letter to the need to recruit new members to the Society.  This is something 
that any member can help with.  If you have neighbours newly arrived in the town, it will help us all if you acquaint 
them with the background of the town and its special place in the development of town planning.  It is still a magnet to 
town planners from all over the world who visit us to see a streetscape that too often we take for granted.  
 
The Society is also minded to substantially update its web site to give the town a more high profile look and to provide 
a sense of pride in what it stands for.  This will require a significant fund raising campaign to raise funds to build a web 
site that will appeal across the generations. 
 
But the Society also needs more active involvement from members who are willing to help.  It has identified new roles 
that now have to be filled of Marketing and Membership and another of Fund Raising.  The former relates to keeping 
the Society in the news and pushing for new members while the latter is self explanatory.  The Committee sees both 
jobs as key ones in its future development and in the way it can influence the development of the town. 
 
In addition, the Society needs members who can write good letters.   These may be to local authorities, local bodies, or 
national bodies.  This is seen as part of getting the Society’s views across to a larger number of people.  Applicants 
ideally need to have access to a computer with email facilities.   
 
So, if you want to help, please do not be shy.  The Society needs people who can get stuck in.  Even if you don’t feel 
able to volunteer yourself because of other commitments or whatever, but you do know someone who you feel may 
well be able to help us, then please contact the Chairman or any other Officer as soon as you can. 
 
۩  Letter to the Welwyn Hatfield Times from Chairman, Tony Grice 
 
“The Welwyn Garden City Society was very pleased to learn that the proposed redevelopment of the 4 cottages in 
Bridge Road, Welwyn Garden City was recommended for refusal by the Welwyn Hatfield Council Planning Officer 
and that, subsequently, Linden Homes, the developer, saw fit to withdraw its application.  However, the matter will not 
rest there:  there will be other applications to redevelop this site. 
 
The sad fact is that the Conservation Areas of Welwyn Garden City have been under attack for some time not only by 
large developers but also from the demands of central government to build still more houses. This is made all the worse 
by the Council’s lack of will in enforcing the Management Scheme and the house covenants that cover all the 
properties within the Conservation areas. 
 
New residents to the town are all too often unaware of the reasons why it is such a pleasant place in which to live.  It is 
no accident.  The fact is that Welwyn Garden City is regarded as one of the masterpieces of urban design, created with 
great care by some of the country’s leading town planners.  The layout and design of the houses, their juxtaposition, the 
retention of the old lanes and small green spaces and even the detail in the bollards, hoardings and lamp stands, 
together all contribute to an end result that the world admires (yes; the world – we still get coach loads of visitors from 
all parts of the globe coming to see a streetscape that we take for granted). 
 
Some residents will remember that the Council used to issue a printed booklet to all new Conservation Area residents 
some years ago.  This contained guidance as to what was acceptable practice, and what was not.  Unfortunately the 
Council no longer supplies these booklets, although a photocopied sheet can be obtained from the Council covering 
some of the requirements of the Management Scheme.  So it is unsurprising that there are innumerable examples of 
residents removing front hedges and lawns and replacing them with hard standing for cars, erecting fences in place of 
hedges, removing front porches and adding inappropriate extensions with incorrect design features, etc.  
   
However, the Society does realise that the town has to move forward but it also believes that it is essential to move 
forward carrying the very best of its heritage into the future.  And where the original design criteria needed updating to 
cater for the latter half of the 20th century let alone the 21st century, we see little if any initiative coming from the 
Council.  This tells it own sorry tale. 
 
In effect the garden city is suffering ‘a death by a thousand cuts’. 
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So it is for these reasons that we have now decided we have to raise our game, and take a pro active role in 
safeguarding our town’s future.  Accordingly, I would like to invite all residents of Welwyn Garden City (not just the 
Handside or Beehive Conservation Areas) to join the Society in supporting these principles, as there is much to be 
done.  And actually, it is the residents who stand to gain the most from fostering their unique civic design. 
 
The Welwyn Garden City Society exists to protect the aims and objectives of Ebenezer Howard, Louis de Soissons and 
Sir Frederic Osborn who together planned and designed the layout of Welwyn Garden City.  Residents wanting more 
information about joining the Society may write to me at my home address below.” 
 
۩  Enforcement of the Management Scheme 
 
Residents are becoming increasingly concerned at the lack of enforcement of the Management Scheme.  They are also 
concerned at the attack on the town by developers and the pressure forced on the local authority by central government.  
The number of residents who raised objections at the proposed development in Bridge Road denotes the underlying 
concern that there is.  As members will know, the Society objected to these proposals – despite the Welwyn Times 
stating the opposite at one stage. 
 
More important perhaps is the fact that there has been an Audit Commission report on the Planning Department of the 
local Authority.  Copies of this can be found at  
 
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/authority.asp?CategoryID=ENGLISH^576^LOCAL-
VIEW^AUTHORITIES^108951 
 
A key finding of interest to members will be the following: 
 
“There is no consistent record on effective enforcement activity over the last three years to ensure unacceptable 
development is prevented or remedied. This remains of concern to councillors and the public alike. The level of 
enforcement activity has been variable, for example serving one notice in 2001/02, then 19 in 2002/03, with significant 
backlogs at times. There have been periods recently where the function has been under-resourced, yet there is no 
specific statement of enforcement policy in order to set out the priorities for these limited resources.  Also, since there 
are no policy aims for the service, its effectiveness is uncertain, and the public, parish and district councillors remain 
unclear what level of service to expect.” 
 
Residents will also be aware that this issue has become a party political one within the local authority.  The Society’s 
position is that there is a problem and that all parties need to address it constructively. 
 
۩  Review of the Conservation areas 
 
Following the Audit Commission report, the Society was informed by the Council that it had appointed consultants to 
review the conservation areas of the town.  This is now in hand. 
 
As part of their review of these areas, Committee members of the Society gave the consultants a personal guided tour 
of parts of the town drawing to their attention matters with which they are concerned.  It was felt that this was very 
useful in highlighting issues that required attention. 
 
It is expected that there will be further communications with the consultants over the next few months.   
 
۩  Bridge Road Cottages 
 
The Society position is still one of opposition to redevelopment of the site but members of the Society need to be aware 
that there is continuing pressure on Welwyn Garden City and the conservation area in particular, for building 
development.  
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About a year ago the Society applied to English Heritage to have the two Victorian cottages listed.  Unfortunately, after 
inspection, they felt that they could not support the listing as, in their view, the cottages did not have any outstanding 
architectural merit. 
 
There is also pressure from residents on the conservation area as the Chairman has stated in his letter to the Welwyn 
Times.  Breaches of the Council controlled Management Scheme for Welwyn Garden City continually occur.  
Unfortunately, many of the abuses don’t get spotted until it is too late: hedges are removed, front gardens become 
paved parking areas, vehicles are parked on grass verges, replacement windows and front porches are inappropriately 
styled and the painted walls of rendered houses have the colour changed etc, etc. 
 
If members observe any local resident breaching the terms of the Welwyn Garden City Management Scheme, they 
should write immediately to the Council’s Enforcement Officer in the Planning Department.  The more pressure that 
can be applied on the Council to maintain the standards set in the town by Ebenezer Howard, Louis de Soissons and Sir 
Frederic Osborn, the better. 
 
۩  Street Nameplates 
 
One of the pleasing aspects of Welwyn Garden City is the cast iron street nameplates, perhaps sometimes saddened by 
lack of care.  Although the history of the design and the font used is very incomplete, it is understood that the original 
font name is Nuneaton.  However, searches on the internet reveal no font of this name now in vogue.  It is possible that 
the name simply refers to the foundry where the signs were cast.  Replacements of broken nameplates unfortunately 
have to be in a different font. 
 

 
Nuneaton font 

 
The best match to the old font (and the one used) is called Octavian Roman - a type face commissioned by Linotype in 
the early sixties from David Kindersley.  This font is commonly, though incorrectly called Kindersley.  The main 
difference in the fonts is the loss of the crossed W seen in Nuneaton and overall it is a slimmer form.  The font is 
widely used by local authorities in conservation areas like Hampstead Garden Suburb and Richmond. 
 
 

 
Octavian Roman font 

 
 

 
Another font also being used 
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Curiously, David Kindersley has strong local connections.  Born in Codicote in 1915, Kindersley joined the Eric Gill 
Workshop in 1934 as a letter cutter and later set up his own Cardozo Kindersley Workshop with a young Dutch letter 
cutter, later his wife.  The magnificent memorial to the Abbots of St Albans carved in Welsh slate on the ground in 
front of the altar in the Abbey is a prime example of their work. 
 
If any of the recipients of this Newsletter know anything more on the original font Nuneaton, the Committee would be 
very interested in hearing from them.  We would dearly love to see a reinstatement of the original font for all street 
signs.  
 
The Society has also written to the Council about the lack of maintenance of many of these street signs.  Many could 
do with painting.  It has also raised the issue of the type of font being used. 
 
۩  Lawrence Hall Update 
 
The industrialized building replacing Lawrence Hall has been completed.  It has yet to receive its first key worker 
residents.  The finished building makes a very welcomed addition to the streetscape of Applecroft Road; everyone is 
delighted. 
 
 

 
Lawrence Court 

 
 
The wording of the plaque to be placed on the site to mark the passing of Lawrence Hall has been agreed and is as 
follows: 

On this site 
Lawrence Hall (1922-2005) 

 
donated to Welwyn Garden City by 
Miss A J Lawrence of Letchworth 

 
Originally used by Welwyn Garden City Educational Trust  
It served as church, educational centre and medical clinic  

for the first residents 
The home of the Welwyn Thalians for 43 years  

until its demolition in 2005 
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۩  Some notes on the original Lawrence Hall in Applecroft Road 
 
The early residents were hungry for anything cultural, and concerts and recitals by the Music Society, formed in 
October 1921 by Gerald Paget, were a great attraction.  Any speaker was always assured of a large and attentive 
audience. 
Finding venues for these clubs and societies remained difficult for several years, but eased slightly when the Lawrence 
Hall opened in 1922.  Designed by H. Clapham Lander, it was built through the generosity of Miss A. J. Lawrence, a 
wealthy philanthropist from Letchworth Garden City, and it opened on 15 July that year.  A sum of £800 was 
forwarded by the Educational Association towards it on condition that there should be provision for the teaching of all 
kinds of craft work under the guidance of skilled leaders.  The Hall was equipped with chairs and lanterns, and a piano 
and was soon well subscribed.  It became the meeting place for the Free Church, the Society of Friends, the Music 
Society and the Adult School.  Winter evenings saw the teaching of such diverse subjects as building construction and 
shorthand as well as the more traditional subjects of French, drama, mathematics and English. 
 
A Boys' Club was set up at the Lawrence Hall in autumn 1922.  It was a great success, and camps were held by the 
Mimram at Digswell every summer.  At this time all the club secretaries met together to sort out a programme which 
suited everybody.  When The Stores annex opened, the Parish Council moved its meetings there, and its stage and 
dance floor relieved the pressure on The Cherry Tree for social functions. 
 
(A History of Welwyn Garden City by Roger Fuller pp84-85) 
 
 

 
Lawrence Hall 

 
Named after Miss A J Lawrence of Letchworth who donated £800, this hall in Applecroft Road opened in July 1922. 
Used as a school, church, boys’ club and meeting place it was also for many years a school dental clinic and can still 
evoke dread in many local residents.  It is currently home to the Welwyn Thalians opera group.  (The Archive 
Photographs Series Welwyn Garden City p 43) 
 
۩  Town Centre Supermarkets 
 
Society members may be wondering what is happening to the proposed changes to enlarge the Sainsbury’s supermarket 
in Church Road.  Current information that the Committee has, indicates that work is due to start on the new store in 
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August this year.  As the building works will involve considerable disruption, we understand that the store will be 
closed for 60 weeks. 
 
We currently have no information as to whether an alternative store will be opened to provide a service to existing 
customers.  It is also extremely likely that there will be disruption to users of Church Road car park, as this will need to 
be excavated to provide an enlarged underground car park.  
Members of the Society will understand that this will be a very big construction project.  It will not only eventually 
provide an enlarged Sainsbury’s, but also additional shopping units and an improved environment on the southern end 
of Wigmores South. 
 
Further changes planned for the town centre supermarkets involve the Waitrose store.  Although Waitrose has not yet 
made a planning application to Welwyn Hatfield Council, the company has shown its proposed changes to the store to 
Committee members. 
 
Waitrose plans to extend its store at the rear over the existing delivery area, which will involve some changes to the 
entrance to its car park.  It also plans to build a raised vehicle deck on the existing car park to provide an additional 
level for parking, incorporating stair and lift access for customers. 
 
The Society had no major objections to the plans of Waitrose.  Comments were made regarding design details and the 
company undertook to take these on board. We also raised concerns about the effect that an increase in vehicle traffic 
accessing the store would have on College Way.  We suggested that College Way might be made one-way from the 
entrance to College Way by the College exiting to The Campus by the Council Offices.  This idea would also be 
considered by Waitrose but would need Hertfordshire County Council involvement. 
 
We understand that the delay in applying for planning permission arises from difficulties over land ownership.  When 
these are resolved, which should be soon, we hope that the planning application will be made quickly. 
 
Finally, members should be aware that Tesco currently owns land in Broadwater Road next to the railway line.  They 
tried to get the land use changed to retail use when the District Plan was being considered, as they wished to build 
another large supermarket on the site but the Inspector rejected the application.  However, it is possible that Tesco will 
make another attempt to get this ruling changed.  As far as the Society is concerned, this would be a disaster for the 
current town centre.  It would draw customers away from the existing shops with consequential results to their trade. 
 
The Society supports the changes to the Sainsbury’s and Waitrose supermarkets as these are existing stores.  It is 
considered that these changes would provide sufficient competitive shopping without the need for another large 
supermarket to enter the town.  The Executive Committee hopes that members of the Society support this approach. 
 
۩  Mystery Metal Columns 
 
Society members might be wondering what on earth the large metal green coloured columns currently being erected 
within the Town Centre are for.  There are six of them and the locations are: 
 

• Parkway (east side by crossing near Pizza Hut)  
• Parkway (east side junction Bridge Road) 
• Howardsgate (north side opposite Wigmores North) 
• Howardsgate (north side junction Stonehills) 
• Stonehills (outside Co-op Store) 
• Fretherne Road (near Church Road car park) 

 
From enquiries made of the Council, it would appear that they are to have CCTV cameras mounted at the top.  The 
Society pointed out that they were a bit large and in the conservation area.  We asked why they could not be fitted to 
the existing lamp columns in the town centre, or to the walls of the buildings. 
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We were told that the existing lamp columns were too flimsy and tended to move in the wind.  Fitting them to the walls 
of town centre buildings was not practicable due to the numerous ownerships and besides, the CCTV cameras had to be 
able to rotate through 360 degrees. 
 
Apparently, CCTV cameras are required to provide security to both residents and property.  It would appear that they 
are to be monitored from St Albans, where both that town and Stevenage are also being monitored.  It would appear 
that we have a ‘fait accompli’.  There was no consultation with the Society over the design or placement of these 
columns.  What do members of the Society think? 
 
۩  The Society’s logo 
  
We have often wondered about the source of the logo used on the Society’s notepaper and if it appeared originally in 
colour.  The Welwyn Hatfield Museum Service has traced this back as far as 1939 when the Department Store (now 
John Lewis) was first opened on its current site.  The logo is shown in colour at the top of this Newsletter and was 
taken from an article published at the time.  It is unclear if this was just a design exercise for the opening of the store or 
whether the design and colour were used at an earlier date still.  If any member can throw any light on this or can 
produce a better coloured version, we should be most interested.  The example we are showing here is perhaps best 
described as a bit insipid. 
 
۩  Tree Wardens for Welwyn Hatfield Council 
 
The Tree Warden Scheme for Welwyn Hatfield was launched at a packed public meeting in the Council Chamber at 
Campus West on Thursday 9 March 2006. 
 
Addressing the meeting, Jon Stokes, Director of Community Projects from The Tree Council, said he had never seen so 
many people present at an inaugural meeting.   
 
The Tree Warden Scheme has been in existence following the Big Storms of 1987 and 1990.  Its importance and 
benefit to the environment was not in doubt.   
 
Tree Wardens had a number of roles: 
 

• Assessment of tree stock – particularly on private land 
• Liaison work with the local council – formation of a partnership 
• To act as eyes and ears of the Council’s Tree Officers  
• Assistance in community projects 

 
He gave a number of examples where Tree Wardens had made a difference: 
   

• Pest control – early identification of threats 
• Political persuasion and power – example of saving an oak tree from felling by the development of a 

McDonalds restaurant.  The two now co-exist to the benefit of both 
• Development of the Green Monument Campaign – old trees are not eligible for Tree Preservation Orders since, 

by definition, they are old and often diseased and dying  
 
Jon discussed climate change – a difficult topic for The Tree Council.  Should trees be planted for now or for the 
future?  The evidence was showing that we must plant for the expected warmer future. 
 
He concluded his address by saying that he was impressed with the commitment from Welwyn Hatfield Council, 
staggered by the local interest and pleased that a town with an early sensitivity to its original tree stock should be 
joining the Tree Warden scheme. 
 
If anyone wishes to become a Tree Warden, they should apply to Oliver Waring, Tree Officer, Welwyn Hatfield 
Council, The Campus, Welwyn Garden City AL8 6AE. 
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