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Dear Member 
 
As you know, we aim to produce two newsletters every year to keep you in touch with issues in the Garden City and 
which are of concern to residents.  If there are any matters which you feel your Committee should be made aware of, 
then please contact any Committee member whose contact details can be found in this newsletter.  Would members 
also please note that the AGM has now been fixed for Wednesday 19 July 2006 in the Main Hall of the Friends 
Meeting House. 
 
 
 

 
 
۩  Resting on our Laurels? 
 
It is difficult to believe that an issue such as the removal of a couple of overgrown and bloated Portuguese Laurel 
bushes could become a ‘cause célèbre’ in Welwyn Garden City. 
 
However, it was; and it followed the suggestion three years ago by Dr Dennis Lewis that the laurels should be removed 
and replaced by an avenue of trees down the centre of The Campus, to mark the Queen’s Golden Jubilee. 
 
The overgrown laurels were seen by people crossing The Campus at night as a potential hazard, since the lighting was 
(and is) pretty meagre and the bushes were 10 metres high and very dense. 



The Society backed Dr Lewis’s proposal and we are delighted that, as a result of the public outcry following the 
rejection of financial help by an anonymous benefactor, the Council decided to bear the cost of removing the laurels 
and turfing the whole area. 
 
Everyone is very pleased with the way that The Campus has been opened up, following the removal of the laurels; it 
seems likely that an avenue of trees may not be required after all! 
 
۩  The Future of the Society 
 
The Executive Committee has been reflecting on what exactly the Society should be doing in today’s fast changing 
world.  This newsletter, for example, carries information on a number of proposed changes to aspects of the Garden 
City on which the Society has made its views known and where certainly many members of the Society will have 
formed their own views. 
 
Quite apart from those that we know about, major changes are proposed for the Shredded Wheat factory area, which 
has remained a landmark for the town almost since its inception.  Members having views about the redevelopment of 
this site are asked to contact Malcolm Day by writing to 108 Handside Lane, Welwyn Garden City AL8 6SY, by 
telephone on 01707 896688 or by email to welwyn.days@ntlworld.com  
 
It is also clear that many members of the Society, and indeed many residents of the town, have their own ideas about 
aspects of the changes that take place from time to time and where perhaps they feel somewhat less than ecstatic!  The 
Committee is also far from certain whether the Society reflects all aspects of the town, or that it adequately 
communicates its message to the world at large. 
 
This newsletter also contains some summaries of the debate taking place in relation to the East of England Plan.  
Residents must be aware that plans agreed in this forum are liable to affect the town – possibly detrimentally.  For that 
reason, the Society feels it is opportune to review how it seeks to influence both government and local authorities. 
 
The Executive Committee is now embarked upon a review of its past activities with a view to seeing how successful or 
otherwise it has been, what lessons should be learned and what areas it should focus on in the future. 
 
Members of the Society are asked to give any views on this debate by dropping a note to the Chairman, Tony Grice at 
6 Dellcott Close, Welwyn Garden City AL8 7BD, or by telephoning him on 01707 323286 or emailing him at  
g151138@ntlworld.com. 
 
۩  Sherrardspark Wood – the Next 20 Years 
 
Sherrardspark Wood on the outskirts of Welwyn Garden City is classed as an ancient semi natural woodland (see note 
1) and covers an area of almost 75 hectares (185 acres).  The wood was designated a Site of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSI) in February 1986 and a Local Nature Reserve in 1998.  Both of these are statutory designations (details can be 
found on the English Nature web site www.english-nature.org.uk). 
 
The main reason for the wood’s designation as an SSSI is because a significant part of it is dominated by mature sessile 
oak high forest, a habitat now rare throughout lowland England.  Sessile oak (Quercus petraea) is a native oak more 
commonly found in the west and north of Britain and in Ireland.  It is a less spreading tree than the common oak 
(Quercus robur) and in addition the leaves and acorns have different characteristics. 
 
Sherrardspark Wood is owned by Welwyn Hatfield Council.  In recent years, and in conjunction with statutory bodies 
such as English Nature, the Council has developed 5-year plans detailing the management objectives and work 
schedules for the upkeep of the woods.  This year in July, the old grant schemes were replaced by the new English 
Woodland Grant Scheme (EWGS) which includes the following elements – Woodland Planning Grant, Assessment 
Grant, Regeneration Grant and Creation Grant.  Two more elements, Woodland Improvement Grant and Woodland 
Management Grant, will be open for application shortly. 
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The aims of the EWGS are: 
 
 to sustain and increase the public benefits given by existing woodlands 

 
 to help create new woodlands to deliver additional public benefit 

 
The Council has recently been successful in gaining the necessary certification for all the woods for which it is 
responsible and so it can now apply for the management elements of the grant scheme. 
 
Under the terms of the EWGS, the new woodland management plan for Sherrardspark Wood has had to include a long-
term policy or vision for the woods covering the next 20 years.  This contrasts with the former plans which just covered 
a five year period. 
 
The long-term vision for the wood is for it to be managed so that it is sustainable with tangible environmental, social 
and economic benefits. 
 
Particular elements include: 
 
 regenerating sessile oak high forest woodland 

 
 controlling the spread and removing a proportion of the invasive exotic species such as rhododendron and 

sycamore 
 
 improving the existing areas of coppiced hornbeam 

 
 maintaining and improving public access 

 
 encouraging the production of high quality timber so as to create a resource for present and future generations 

 
 supporting a site popular with schools as an educational resource 

 
Since the early 1990s, the Sherrardspark Wood Wardens Society, a local voluntary group, has helped the Council with 
the week-to-week practical work in the woods.  The group meet on Thursday and Sunday mornings and details can be 
obtained from Gary Dobrin (01707 375216) or Helen McLean (01707 329034. 
 
Note 1: Ancient Woodland in England as defined as an area that has been wooded continuously since at least 1600 AD.  
Ancient Woodland is divided into ancient semi-natural woodland and plantations on ancient woodland sites.  Both 
types of stand are classed as ancient woods. 
 
Ancient Semi-natural Woodland sites are composed predominantly of trees and shrubs native to the site that do not 
obviously originate from planting.  They include stands that may have been managed by coppicing or pollarding in the 
past, as well as those where the tree and shrub layer has grown up by natural regeneration. 
 
Article reproduced by kind permission of Gary Dobrin, Sherrardspark Wood Wardens Society and Digswell Lake 
Society. 
 
۩  Tree Wardens for Welwyn Hatfield Council 
 
In October this year the Tree Council celebrated the 15th Anniversary of its Tree Warden Scheme.  The Scheme has in 
the past focused on the rural environment, but has recently started a drive to evolve a stronger urban involvement. 
 
The Tree Warden Scheme is a countrywide initiative to enable volunteers to play an active role in conserving and 
enhancing their local trees and woods.  As the eyes and ears of their local communities, these volunteer tree guardians 
are well placed to get their neighbours involved in safeguarding the treescape of town and country. 
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Welwyn Hatfield Council is keen to support this drive for the protection of urban trees.  Claire Lilley, Tree Officer 
with Welwyn Hatfield Council raised the possibility of a local Tree Warden Scheme whilst Guest Speaker at the AGM 
of the Society in July this year. 
 
Welwyn Hatfield Council expects to launch a local Tree Warden Scheme in the New Year and will be looking for 
volunteers.  Given the importance of trees in the Garden City the Society is keen to facilitate the setting up of the 
Scheme. 
 
Anyone interested in being involved with the Scheme can contact Claire Lilley direct at WHC (01707 357000) or ask 
for more information from Malcolm Day (see above) who is leading on this issue for the Society. 
 
۩  Diary of a Digswell Lake Member - 8th September 2005 
 
“Meet behind the Police Station 5.30 pm,” he said.  So I went, not with trepidation but with approximately 20 other 
people, to meet the Chairman of the Hertforshire Branch of the International Tree Foundation, Adrian Toole.  We all 
had an interest in seeing some of the outstanding trees in Welwyn Garden City.  Our very knowledgeable guide for the 
next two hours was Claire Lilley from Welwyn Hatfield Council. It turned out to be quite a distinguished group who 
shared this common interest of our local trees, three local councillors, not to mention Tom Davidson, the chairman of 
the Welwyn Hatfield Environmental Network group and Dr Edward Eastwood who is the Bayfordbury Pinetum 
Curator. 
 

 
 

Wild service tree (Sorbus torminalis) 
 
1st Stop – Campus West  
Wild service tree (Sorbus torminalis) - Quite a rare tree and a sign of ancient woodland, it has small leaves and brown 
edible berries which were used in ancient times for making an alcoholic beverage called Chequers.  One of the party 
said the trip had been worth it already.  I was quite pleased that we should have at least one here in the Garden City. 
 
2nd Stop- Walden Place 
Maple set (Acer pseudoplatanus ‘Brilliantissimum’) – Slow growing Sycamore variety.  A beautiful sight apparently in 
the spring when the leaves are pink.  I’ve made a mental note to return in 2006 with my camera. 
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3rd Stop – Knightsfield Cricket Club 
Standing stem oak - Completely dead trunk with a wide girth at the base that was left for the bio-diversity value.  
Specifically it is home to a family of Jewel Beetles (Agrilus panonicus) we were told.  A creature that is more famous 
in Australia for its attraction to burnt timber.  It leaves a D shape hole -no time to look closer unfortunately.  This trunk 
may be reduced to lessen the risk of breakage. 
 
4th Stop - Fern Grove, near Digswell House 
Sweet chestnuts (Castanea sativa) - A grove of sweet chestnuts that have the distinctive attractive twisted stem. 
Cedar- (Cedrus libani ‘stenocoma’) - “A beautiful and majestic tree,” I thought. 
 
5th Stop – Blythway 
Pollarded English oak (Quercus robur) - Claire only lets a few specialists cut this one!  Probably due to the fact that it 
was planned on the OS map 200 years ago and was undoubtedly bigger then.  Reducing the weight by cutting the re-
growth is essential to the health of the central stem, but more importantly it was done so that cattle could eat the new 
growth.  (This tree was a personal surprise to me; I live very close and have never noticed it! This maybe true for other 
locals and the reason it is still with us thank goodness.)  
 
6th Stop – Daniells 
Concrete filled hollow oak (Quercus robur) - This means of supporting a hollow oak is no longer used.  Since seeing 
this one I have spotted others in the town centre.  Concrete seals the area potentially allowing conditions for decay to 
grow, whilst reducing the flexibility of the tree weakening the sides.  This one is due for pruning to relieve the weight. 
 
We (in the car behind the coach) then missed the next stop, a slight misunderstanding of where the coach was going.  
Not guilty, but the Judas tree - (Cercis siliquastrum) on Howlands was the subject, which has crimson flowers in May 
that cover the twigs before the leaves come.  Then just off Beehive Lane, a Roblé beech (Nothofagus obliqua) - A 
native of Chile which can grow up to 1.5 metres each year and unusual in the district. 
 
7th Stop – Raymonds Plain 
Another hollow oak, which had a significant split in the stem. Back on the road we passed the Swamp cypress 
(Taxodium distichum) in Stanborough Park, which has a deciduous conifer that likes to have its feet wet and is foxy 
brown in Autumn.  Then up Valley Road we saw newly planted Acer (x freemanii)‘Autumn Blaze’ and the Indian bean 
trees (Catalpa) on our way to the final tree in the Quadrangle.  
 
8th Stop – Decayed oak –(Quercus robur) - Must have been magnificent in shape at one time however extensive testing 
shows severe decay and it was reduced by 40%, the maximum permitted for a reduction. 
 
Now you might think it was getting dark – you’re right but I couldn’t resist showing my favourite tree in the town 
centre to the others in the car - a Golden rain tree (Koelreuteria paniculata).  It has flowered and produced its 
wonderful golden lantern-type seed pods.  You may know this tree; however I won’t say precisely where it is so that I 
don’t cause a traffic jam equivalent to ‘that one’ back in the winter which ground the local area to a halt.  
 
Article reproduced by kind permission of Shirley Henderson and Digswell Lake Society. 
 
۩  Lawrence Hall 
 
A significant piece of Welwyn Garden City history came to an end recently when Lawrence Hall, in Applecroft Road, 
was demolished to make way for two small houses. 
 
Lawrence Hall was built in 1921 as a result of the philanthropy of a Mrs Lawrence of Letchworth, who donated £300 
to cover the cost of building the first community hall in the newly established Welwyn Garden City.  It has been the 
venue for many functions and organisations over the years – varying from the first school, mother and baby club, 
library and latterly, as the rehearsal room of Welwyn Thalians. 
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In recent years Lawrence Hall had shown its age and had looked run down and 
decrepit.  There were one or two fires which threatened to engulf not only the 
hall but also 5 Applecroft Road, which was only a very few metres distant. 
 
Two houses have now been built on the site and they should fit in well with 
the existing street scene, in keeping with the fact that they are situated in the 
Conservation Area.  
 
WGC Society Committee member, Dr Dennis Lewis, has managed to persuade 
the developers and the Genesis Group (housing association) to make a 
financial contribution to placing a small plaque on the site to mark the passing 
of Lawrence Hall.  The wording on the plaque will be determined by the WGC 
Society. 
 
A new state of the art, industrialized building was swung into place so that 
Lawrence Hall ‘morphed’ into Lawrence Court. 
  

 
۩  Draft East of England Plan 
 
The Public examination of the Draft East of England Plan opened in Ely on 1 November 2005 with Alan Richardson in 
the Chair. 
 
Weekly e-mail reports can be obtained from the CPRE office if you send your e-mail address to 
campaigns@cpre.org.uk.  The East of England Regional Assembly (EERA) also issues daily briefings on 
www.eera.gov.uk. 
 
For Society members’ interest, we give below the first two weeks’ summaries from the examination. 
 
Week 1 
 
Opening shots on infrastructure
The EERA position – Until the Government gives a clear commitment to fund and deliver infrastructure, the Draft Plan 
remains in suspension.  The Government Office stated that no Government could give such a commitment over the 
whole period of the Plan. 
 
More housing – Can we have more?
The EERA stated that the numbers of new properties in the Plan (478,000) was a 15% increase over previous Plans.  
The Government Office said that the pressure has worsened; a 2002 OPDM projected growth of 491,000 households 
(2001/02) ie 507,000 dwellings.  Other projections were for 516,000 dwellings.  The House Builders Federation (HBF) 
was seeking to build 500,000 to 600,000 new houses over the Plan period. 
 
Environmental capacity – have we breached it?
All speakers commented on the importance of the environment and the effects of climate change.  Friends of the Earth 
commented on the effect of the possible second runway proposed for Stansted airport.  Water availability was 
discussed.  The Environment Agency said the region has two thirds the average rainfall.  Summers are becoming drier, 
and winters wetter and stormier.  Two items of infrastructure are critical.  These are Rutland Water & Abberton 
reservoir.  There needs to be a 25% reduction in water use in new housing and 8% reduction in existing homes. 
 
Week 2 
 
More housing – more crime
The Association of Chief Police Officers (Eastern) predicted 18.2% additional crimes per annum by 2021, solely as a 
result of extra development in the region.  This would represent an increase of 32.5%, compared with present levels so 
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additional policing would be needed.  Capital and start-up costs would be £104 million plus £110 million additional 
salary costs by 2021.  It is likely this would mean an extra 2,150 police officers and 1,325 support staff needed. 
 
Jobs or lack of
The EERA defended its prediction of an increase of 421,500 job by 2021.  Cambridgeshire County Council pointed out 
that job forecasts based on the Annual Business Survey were unreliable.  A new tool called the Annual Population 
Survey was more reliable, but there was no historic data available. 
 
Environment
The House Builders Federation stated there were no environmental limits.  After questioning, however, it admitted 
there might be one or two.  Contributions suggested that the Plan should recognise the need to live within 
environmental limits.  There was much debate on the effects of climate change targets, particularly the 60% CO2 
reduction. 
 
Commuting or communities
In the examination in Week 1, the Government Office stated that while sympathetic towards a reduction in commuting, 
it had not seen any evidence that it could be achieved.  Chelmsford Council noted that communities with high levels of 
commuting were ‘sterile areas’.   Whether areas designed to provide homes for commuters is in or outside the 
Governments definition of ‘sustainable communities’ was unclear. 
 
Week 3 
 
The household gap widens
The Panel has asked the Government Office and EERA to table a joint paper on the trend-based household projection 
for the plan period (until 2021). There remains some disagreement between the two as to what the figure should be. 
EERA's question on what the Government Office would recommend on the level of London Workers (commuters) the 
Eastern Region should accommodate remains unanswered. The East of England Business Group believes you can't 
wish away the region's role in supporting London's Economy. 
 
Unsustainable plan confirmed 
Roget Levett, whose consultancy produced the Sustainability and Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA), 
appeared before the Panel at the invitation of Friends of the Earth. He commented that although the plan had good 
policies that moved it towards sustainability, the authors should not fool themselves as the plan was not sustainable. In 
particular he cited the effects of greenhouse gas emissions and climate change as being inadequately addressed. He 
added the amount of land vulnerable to flood risk was greater than he thought when he prepared the SEA. 
 
Is density an answer? 
During a debate on the use of brown field land, the Government Office pointed out that had the region increased its 
density by building at an average of 40 dwellings per hectare instead of 22, there would be an extra 16,000 dwellings 
by now. 
 
Location, location, location 
There was general support for devolving as many locational decisions to Local Planning Authorities where any 
proposal crossed authority boundaries. This would be more democratic and provide more opportunities for public 
participation. The Government Office proposed more detail in the plan to provide greater certainty and to accelerate 
delivery. They feared protracted wrangles at a local level. One of the contributors pointed out that under the new 
planning system there was an incentive for Local Authorities to seek agreement between themselves now, as when the 
Inspector produces his report, his recommendations will be binding on them. 
 
Big or small settlements – or not yet? 
A number of developers promoted small new settlements (population 3,000 to 5,000 each) which they claimed could 
be delivered early in the plan. Most Local Authorities thought small settlements were unlikely to be sustainable as they 
could not support an adequate level of local services and could undermine existing plans. A sustainable level would 
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require a population of about 25,000. There was some discussion as to whether they should be located close to an 
existing settlement which it was planned to support, or sufficiently distant to deter commuting. 
The Government Office stated the bigger the gap between the housing requirement and the plan, the greater the case 
for a new settlement. It suggested a number of alternative locations should be explored and if subsequently found not 
required or to be unsustainable, they could be abandoned. 
 
EERA robustly defended its view that a new settlement was not needed in the current plan and this should be left to an 
early review. 
 
Up the Green Belt 
There was much discussion on the question of compensatory Green Belt. The Government Office stated that the 
criteria set out in government planning policy guidance on Green Belts (PPG 2) should be soundly applied. CPRE 
commented there was little evidence of leapfrogging by commuters into towns in the Green Belt. Also the Metropolitan 
Green Belt should be examined in its totality and the effect of any release assessed not just regionally but also on 
London. 
 
A number of developers pressed for a review of the Green Belt to allow for development to 2031. Several others, 
including CPRE, stressed this was not required and should be kept under review through the government's new "Plan, 
Monitor and Manage" approach. 

۩  The Howard Centre Enlargement 

Land Securities are proposing to increase the size of the shopping space available at the Howard Centre.  The ramp up 
into the car park at the western end of the building is to be removed and replaced by a circular exterior access to the 
floors above.  The resulting internal space is to be made available for shopping.  Some additional car parking space will 
be added on the roof of the building.  
 
First images of the proposed changes are shown below. 
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۩  Meeting with Hertfordshire Highways 
 
A meeting was held with the new head of Hertfordshire Highways – Vince Gilbert.  A useful ‘getting to know you’ 
meeting was held at which Tony Grice was able to express the desire of the WGC Society to work with Hertfordshire 
Highways to help resolve local issues and concerns.  This approach was well received.  Major areas of concern were 
railings at Theodore Way, maintenance of pavements, bollards and signage 
 
Mr Gilbert noted the Society’s concerns and indicated that the necessary improvements were in hand or were under 
consideration.  He particularly emphasised the importance of the recent English Heritage report on how local 
authorities should handle their responsibilities to historical areas under their control; this included Welwyn Garden 
City. 
 
۩  Motorway Noise 
 
Very slow progress has been made in addressing the concerns of residents local to an unacceptably noisy A1M.  Grant 
Shapps MP claims some progress, but the reality is that only a part of the motorway surface is scheduled for 
replacement with the new quieter tarmac during 2006/7.  The laying of this new surface is unlikely to have much 
benefit until all the surface has been replaced, as the motorway skirts the Garden City.  It is not clear when this task 
might be undertaken. 
 
WGC Society will continue to press for improvement, but the decision rests with the Department for Transport who 
appear to work independently of local Councils and County Highway Departments.  A direct approach has so far had 
little success. 
 
Editor's note: Dr Dennis Lewis, referred to in the paragraphs headed ‘Resting on our Laurels’ and ‘Lawrence Hall’, is 
the WGC Councillor for Handside Ward. 
 
۩  Subscriptions  
 
2006 membership subscriptions are now due and we would ask Society members, where appropriate, to complete the 
slip below and forward it with either cash or a cheque to the Treasurer as shown.  Please make cheques payable to 
‘Welwyn Garden City Society’ and enclose a SAE if you require a receipt.   
 
Subscription rates remain unchanged and are as follows: Individuals £3.00 per annum 

      Couples £5.00 per annum 
 
Any outstanding subscriptions from previous years should also be paid by this method as soon as possible.  If you are 
uncertain as to when you last paid a subscription, please check the address label on the newsletter envelope and you 
will find the last year we received payment in the corner of the label. 
 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
To: David Baynes, 139 Handside Lane, Welwyn Garden City AL8 6TA 
 
I/We wish to renew my/our membership of the Welwyn Garden City Society for 2006  
and enclose my/our subscription of £………. 
 
Name……………………………………............................................  

 
Address…………………………………………………………………………………...................................... 
 
Post Code………………. Telephone No………………………….  
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