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Dear Member 
 

The past few months have been difficult for the Society.  We have seen a determined Council press ahead with a 

poorly designed extension to its own offices, the cost of which, together with the refurbishment of Campus West and 

the setting up of two new cinemas, will amount to some £7M. 

 

We have decided to hold a Society meeting in the Garden Room of the Homestead Court Hotel at 7.30 pm on 

Monday 17 March when members will have the opportunity to discuss the direction the Society should be 

going.  A number of residents have raised the subject of a Town Council and the committee will provide some 

information on this.  Above all, the committee wants to discuss the future of the Estate Management Scheme 

about which it is most concerned.  We very much look forward to seeing as many members as possible at the 
meeting when tea and coffee will be provided. 

 

 

 

 
Stanborough Lake 

 

۩  Council offices extension 

 
Members will be aware that the Council agreed to the extension of their offices at their Development Management 

Committee meeting held on 5 December last.  This is a matter of regret.  Unfortunately, the Society committee has 

gained some greater insight into the ways of local politicians. 
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The committee’s position - namely that the proposed extension, albeit amended, was a throwback to the sixties and out 

of place in the Garden City - was not welcomed:  other voices who thought it was ‘modern’ prevailed.  Members will 

know that the Society does welcome change but that such change must move the Garden City ethos forward.   

 

The opportunity was also taken to criticize the Society in the local press for being unwilling to accept any change and 

for attacking Council Officers, which has never been the case.  So we have to accept that this seems to be par for the 

course if someone these days dares to criticize the proposals of local elected politicians. 

 

The Society’s apparent acceptance of the proposed changes was cited as evidence of consultation with the Society 

when, at both meetings which the Society attended, it was informed that these were not consultative but merely 

informing the Society of the Council’s decision.  The Society was never consulted on the matter….ever. 

 

More serious is the fact that a petition in excess of some 1,500 names has so far been disregarded.  This petition 

touched on the need for full consultation with residents and that greater disclosure should take place over the 

proposals.  The Council Chief Executive decided that the petition was a matter that should be addressed by the 

Development Management Committee but the Planning Officers indicated that the petition could not be considered as 

a planning matter.  Currently, the petition, which the Society feels should be brought before the full Council, is in 

limbo. 

 

The Council’s decision is being challenged by the Society under the Council’s own Constitution, just as the refusal to 

disclose key information to the Society is being challenged under the Freedom of Information Act. 

 

Once again, the Society has to take issue with the Council over its continued failure to consult with residents.  Time 

and time again, we have examples of this and seemingly every time it happens, it ends up costing the Council - and the 

whole Borough – money that it can ill afford.  Members will be kept informed of developments. 
 

۩  Broadwater Road West site 
 

Members are concerned that little progress appears to be taking place on the Broadwater Road West site.  This is not 

entirely true as Tesco plc, through its subsidiary Spen Hill Developments Ltd, now has a project team working on the 

development plan. 

 

Members of the committee have also visited the Spen Hill development at Alma Road in St Albans recently and seen 

for themselves that the company is more than capable of delivering a first class development once all the approvals 

have been received.  The development in St Albans appears to be receiving high praise from locals and the St Albans 

Society has accepted the development. 

 

The development plan now being worked on in Welwyn Garden City is a residential led development.  It would seem 

that the company is seeking to work with the community rather than trying to impose its plans on residents.  We are 

hopeful that this will work and will let members know as soon as we hear more from the company. 
 

۩  The poster booths in town 
 

We have periodically reported on these poster booths, and at long last we are able to form a project team to submit a 

bid to the National Lottery to get the two poster booths on Howardsgate revamped.  In the process we have come in 

for criticism from a resident who wrote to the Welwyn & Hatfield Times about the remaining one that was situated in 

Woodhall. 

 

For those who did not see our reply, here it is:  

 

“It is a pity that Ms X did not contact the Welwyn Garden City Society before writing two letters about the poster 

booth in Woodhall, as we would have welcomed the opportunity to explain the situation to her.  It is hardly surprising 

that anyone should come to the conclusions that Ms X has arrived at, as it is difficult to believe what a complex issue 

the future of these poster booths has become.  

 

The poster booth on the Woodhall shopping parade was one of five dotted about the town, and contained in a single 

freehold deed, sold by the Commission for New Towns to a trading concern many years ago.  That business 

subsequently failed and, cutting through a very long and complicated story, ownership and responsibility for the five 
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pieces of land that the booths sat on, each barely a metre square, were effectively ‘lost’ (in a very obscure part of the 

law), as was the liability for any ongoing maintenance of the booths themselves.  

 

The Society first started to unravel the mystery surrounding these booths over six years ago and it is only now that we 

believe that the log jam has been cleared.  We have negotiated or been in touch with the Borough authorities, the 

County Council, the Treasury, various lawyers, the Highways Authority, the Valuation Office Agency, The Crown 

Estate, the Land Registry, our MP and many others.  

 

As your readers might imagine, no single public authority has been interested in these poster booths or indeed had any 

duty to maintain them, so just attracting some interest and tracking down anyone in these large organisations about 

five tiny pieces of land in the town has been a real struggle.  However, we now understand the issues involved and 

have a way forward.  We have proposals for the two remaining poster booths in Howardsgate which we will bring 

forward in the spring. 

 

Unfortunately, it is not possible to acquire only one of these little sites, as any purchaser has to buy all five.  The one 

on Woodhall posed significant problems because of its condition.  It was far too vandalised and would have to be 

almost totally rebuilt at very significant cost.  A photograph of the booth is shown.  In our opinion, it posed a danger 

to the public, as sooner or later someone would have climbed on the booth, fallen and been injured.  That was a 

liability the Society could not accept, were it to acquire the booths, as insurers would have required the structure to be 

boarded up immediately until funds were found for rebuilding.   The latter was not a forgone conclusion. 

 

 
Poster booth in Woodhall now removed 

 

Iconic as the original structure was, public authorities subsequently chose the same area some years ago to place local 

recycling bins beside it and we did not think even a totally new poster booth in that changed setting was money well 

spent.  Changing the location of the bins was not a cost we were willing to contemplate, even if public authorities were 

to agree to the change.  It simply looked like a non-starter! 

 

Readers should also be aware there had been a poster booth at the other end of the parade and that too has been ‘lost’ 

due to development and changes in pavement layout.  We had not been able to trace any outcry at its demise and 

struggled to find anyone locally who might have taken on responsibility for the vandalised one that remained.  We 

asked Councillor Malcolm Cowan to check with other local ward councillors to see if there was any interest.  When 
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we were assured there was none, we urged county authorities to remove it, as it was such a danger and effectively 

beyond redemption.  It was not so much a case of preserving the old one, as building a brand new replica.  That had 

been tried on one of the sites elsewhere in the town and that too had failed, both as a structure and commercially. 

 

The Society has done its costing for revamping the existing poster booths in the town centre.  Regrettably, Ms X 

appears to completely underestimate the costs and the work that has to be done just to preserve the two on 

Howardsgate.  Further, it is by no means a forgone conclusion that any bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund will be 

successful. It will still be a significant effort by many participants even if their rescue can be achieved! 

 

Ms X’s idea to move a poster booth from Howardsgate to Woodhall is novel; we doubt that it will find much support 

across the town as a whole.  Whilst the town centre is in the Handside ward, it is still THE town centre of the WHOLE 

town.  Seeking now to place the issue of the poster booths into an historical East side versus West side debate is 

unhelpful to the town as a whole. 

     

However, we welcome Ms X’s concern over the loss of this poster booth as well as her other concerns and we will 

gladly discuss what ideas she has in mind that we could build on together.  

 

Perhaps I could thank Councillor Cowan, County Councillor Richard Smith, Chief Executive Michel Saminaden of 

the Borough Council and our MP, Grant Shapps, who have all at various  times contributed towards moving this issue 

forward and helping us to unravel the mystery.” 

 

As you will see, we have been at this for some six years.  We now hope to put the bid together this spring, provided 

we do not discover any more issues that have to be resolved before we can proceed with it. 

 

۩  Trees and storm damage 

 
Residents will have seen that the storm on 28 October last year brought down three Lombardy Poplars on Parkway, 

old trees that were being monitored annually to see the progress of decay in their trunks.  One of the three blown over 

was due to be felled during the winter, and the other two were due to be removed by the end of the year.  However, in 

addition to testing for internal decay, the Council has also inspected all the remaining Poplars again. 

 

The Council was looking for actual damage from the storm, such as torn branches or stress damage to branch unions 

due to buffering from the wind.  Clearly, it was seeking to manage the decline of these dominant trees as gracefully as 

possible, but it has reached the point where the Council will have to fell all the older trees.  Notices have been placed 

to inform the residents about which Lombardy Poplars are next to be felled.  As budgets are tight after the storm 

damage, all stumps will be ground out in the new financial year starting in April this year. 

 

The Council will then rely on the impact of the fast maturing sets of Lombardy Poplars on Parkway, planted some 

fifteen years ago, in anticipation of this moment.  The Council will also advise the Society and Parkway residents if, as 

a result of survey or monitoring, it has to carry out further works to these trees. 

 

The second issue concerns the wonderful Beech trees along Monks Walk, which is a tree lined path that runs from the 

top of Monks Wood down to Digswell House, where the Council has uncovered the fungal infection, Kretzschmaria 

deusta, in thirty of the specimens that line the walk.  This fungus has caused the deterioration of the trees to the point 

where two were lost last year.  The infection had gripped both the mature specimens, which are around 200 years old, 

and the younger Beeches, planted in the 1960s.  At the moment, the other species of trees nearby, such as Lime and 

Oak, are unaffected by the fungus and are to remain on site. 

 

Once the trees have been felled and undergrowth cleared sufficiently to allow enough light into the walk to encourage 

regrowth, new trees will be planted.  The Council cannot replant with Beech as the problem is likely to remain in the 

soil, so it has selected Sweet Chestnut, Castanea sativa, as a replacement.  These will mature as stately trees with a 

fine crown over a span of 150 to 200 years.  The planting pattern of the walk will also be respected where enough light 

penetrates to the floor of the walk to aid regeneration. 

 

The recent wet weather has severely delayed the last few weeks’ felling at Monks Walk.  However, before Christmas 

the biggest trees that posed the most threat were down before the second bout of high winds.  The last of the trees are 

younger, but hardest to work on, as they can only be accessed via the central path.  They will, therefore, have to wait 

until conditions are drier underfoot as it is important not to churn up the central, well-used, public footpath. 
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۩  Lord Salisbury’s claim of ‘manorial rights’ over land in Handside ward 
 

In October last year some 400 residents in the former Handside Farm area of Welwyn Garden City opened letters from 

the Land Registry informing them that Lord Salisbury was registering his ‘manorial rights’ over their freehold 

properties.  These rights include the right to hunt, shoot, fish, hold fairs and to mine for minerals under land that he 

does not own, including Applecroft and Lakeside Schools, some of Stanborough Park and the rugby ground. 

  

The rights are leftovers from feudal law and have, apparently, existed for centuries but were never previously 

registered.  The Land Registration Act of 2002 required that these rights be registered by 13 October 2013 or be lost, 

prompting 100,000 claims to be registered across England and Wales.  Each affected freehold property in Handside 

now has a ‘Unilateral Notice’ entered on the Charges Register of its title deeds at the Land Registry.  However, 

approximately 700 leaseholders received no notice and are unaware that their homes are affected.  Notices should 

have gone to the freeholder (in most cases Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council) but most of these properties have never 

been registered, so a ‘Caution Against First Registration’ has been registered against these titles as opposed to a 

‘Unilateral Notice’.  The effect, however, is the same. 

 

 
 

What are the effects of these rights?  The most obvious effect is the threat to house prices and the ability to sell homes.  

Given a choice, who would purchase a home over which someone else held ‘superior interests’ rather than one across  
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the road which was not affected?  Already there have been cases where potential buyers’ solicitors have sought further  

clarification, resulting in delays to sales.  Mortgage lenders may also be reluctant to lend against affected properties. 

 

Many residents have suffered stress and anxiety as a result of the rights.  Many have expressed considerable anger and 

resentment towards Lord Salisbury’s lack of consideration for their rights to live peacefully and securely in their own 

homes.  A very active and vocal local residents’ group has been formed, loosely calling itself the ‘Peasants’ Revolt’!  

The aims of the group are to force the Gascoyne Cecil Estates to withdraw the claim to manorial rights and to 

campaign nationally for manorial rights’ laws to be abolished in England and Wales, as they have been in Scotland.  

They see no place for such archaic laws in 21
st
 century Britain. 

 

• They have a very informative website with links to other useful sites - www.manorialrights.org and a very 

active Facebook group with over 250 members - www.facebook.com/groups/manorial rights. 

 

• The group will be launching its National Campaign and e-petition at a peaceful protest march at the gates of 

Hatfield House at 10.30 am on Wednesday 19 February. 

 

• They are seeking a Justice Select Committee inquiry and have asked Grant Shapps to write to the committee 

chair to introduce the group.  Over 25 other MPs of affected areas have been identified and the group has 

written to them, asking them also to call for a Justice Select Committee inquiry. 

 

• Three residents’ meetings have been held to date, with a third planned for Monday 3 March at 7.30 pm in 

Stanborough School Hall. 

 

It is unclear what, if anything, the Borough Council intends to do over this issue.  It is the freeholder for many 

leaseholders and it has been suggested that it joins with residents to resist or somehow remove the registration of these 

manorial rights.  Until the Council makes its position clear, residents who are leaseholders will remain in the dark. 

 

The manner in which this whole affair has been managed by the Salisbury Estate is a matter of regret and is best 

described as an own goal.  It is quite irrational for one part of the Garden City to be subject to these feudal hangovers 

when the rest of the town is not - all this being seemingly down to the accident of conveyancing property over the 

centuries.  A map that shows the areas affected is shown on the previous page.  It really makes no sense that for 

wholly historic and, as far as we can see, accidental reasons some part of the Garden City should be affected thus. 

 

Many residents will have assumed that the registration of these rights may have something to do with fracking for 

natural gas which is an issue elsewhere in the country.  We have been informed by geologists familiar with this area 

that the likelihood of gas being found below Welwyn Garden City is near zero as the substrata is composed of sand 

and gravel and consequently not suitable for retaining gas.  However, it could be that in some years’ time other 

minerals could be found at great depths beneath the town.  Even if that ever happened, the Estate would have to obtain 

permission from the County authorities to extract those minerals.  This seems to be an unlikely scenario. 

 

It is of course clear that the right to hunt, shoot, fish (presumably in garden ponds!) and hold fairs are all rights that 

cannot be exercised any longer as a result of subsequent legislation or by virtue of a changed landscape - which all 

goes to show what a stupid ancient right these manorial rights are.  It is not for the Society to give advice to members 

about what they should do.  However, whether Lord Salisbury has these manorial rights is a question that remains to 

be proved through some hearing and not whatever is registered at the Land Registry.  In the meantime, there is no 

deadline for residents to do anything, though it is well understood that it would be best if these ‘rights’ were simply 

not there.  So the only way to get rid of these feudal nonsenses is to give support, physical and/or financial, to the 

Peasants’ Revolt and to sign the e-petition at http://epetitions.direct.gov.uk/petitions/60033.  Those without computers 

are strongly advised to go the local library and use one of their computers to add their name to the e-petition.  The 

librarians there are very helpful. 

 

Finally, the Society has written to Lord Salisbury suggesting that the Estate reviews its position on the matter.  We are 

aware that even he finds the whole thing worthy of change as his recent letter to a resident suggests.  He wrote, “It 

seems to me that a campaign to introduce legislation to remove remaining manorial rights is entirely legitimate and 

such a campaign’s initial task would be to persuade Parliament and the Government to act accordingly.” 

 

This is where numbers count and the target to reach is 100,000 petitioners. 
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۩  Presentation to Welwyn Garden City societies February 2015 
 
The Hertfordshire Gardens Trust is to give a talk on Welwyn Garden City next year, focusing on the land that makes 

up the town.  It will be making a presentation to this Society, alongside Welwyn Garden City Horticultural Society 

and the Welwyn Garden City Heritage Trust. 

 

It is planned to take place on Tuesday 10 February 2015 at 8.00 pm at The Focolare Centre in Parkway, Welwyn 

Garden City AL8 6JG.  The presentation will last until 9.00 pm, whereupon tea and biscuits will be available. 

 

This needs to go in your diaries for next year. 

 

۩  A sculpture on Howardsgate 

 
A local benefactor, who has great affection for Welwyn Garden City, has offered to the town a sculpture by world 

famous sculptor, John Mills.  The seven foot high work has a working title of Aspiring and is costing the benefactor 

tens of thousands of pounds.  Other sculptures by John Mills are to be found in Whitehall – dedicated to the work of 

women during the war; at St Paul's Cathedral – dedicated to the work of fireman; and at many other sites throughout 

the world.  A number of people have suggested that Aspiring is entirely appropriate to illustrate the forward looking, 

inspirational nature of Welwyn Garden City. 

 

John Mills now lives and works just north of Baldock but in the early 60s, after working with Henry Moore, he was 

spotted by the Digswell Arts Trust and offered a Fellowship which enabled him to work in a studio at Digswell House 

in Knightsfield, Welwyn Garden City. 

 

  
 

From the illustrations you can see that the two intertwined figures are pointing skyward. The statue is made of a 

bronze coloured resin over fibre glass.   

 

A member writes, “What should be borne in mind is that the main enemy of creativity is accepted taste.  This infers a 

blandness in order to satisfy the widest range of traditional taste.  If everyone agrees that a work of art is satisfactory, 

it probably lacks creativity and therefore the artist either lacks genius or the work is not as provocative and thought 

inspiring as it should be.  All art, and particularly sculpture, is not about whether it is good or bad but about the 

experience gained by the person looking at it.  Surely we are not still in an age when dramatic figures must wear 

clothes?  In Welwyn Garden City we have one or two works attached to walls in the town centre.  However, the only 

two recognisable and most visible works are the nude figures of Dawn in Parkway and the youth Ad Astra looking 

skyward from the Campus.  We seem to be in a very fortunate position to be offered this work at no real cost to the 

town’s residents.  This is a chance for our town to gain another important work of art and if we reject this offer, the 

benefactor will be courted by many other cities.”  

 

Members are invited to complete and return the attached questionnaire as directed. 
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۩  Your Society needs you - advance notice 

 
The AGM of the Society will be held in St Francis Church Hall on Wednesday 23 July 2014 at 8.00 pm.  We shall be 

looking for nominations to the Executive Committee and suggest that it is not too early for you to consider the 

possibility of becoming more involved.  This is particularly important this year since our Chairman, Secretary and also 

Treasurer will be relinquishing their roles after more than a combined twenty years’ of service as active officers. 

 

It is vitally important that the Society is able to identify committed individuals, supportive of the aims and objectives 

of the Society and prepared to respond to the challenges facing the Garden City.  In addition, the position of the 

Society in the community needs to be fostered by ongoing promotion and publicity.   

 

If you or any of your acquaintances would be interested in any of the above activities, please get in touch with the 

following committee members: 

 

Shaun O’Reilly (current Chairman) at shaun.oreilly@talktalk.net or 01707 324272  

Jenny McCann (current Secretary) at jenny.mc@btopenworld.com or 01707 322233 

David Dickenson (current Treasurer) at david.dickenson@ntlworld.com or 01707 323106 

 

۩  Captain Arthur Kelly 

 
The regimental historian of the Royal Irish Lancers was recently in touch with the Society enquiring after their 

Captain Kelly and what he had done after leaving his regiment.  We learned that Captain Kelly had been an important 

member of the community at the time the town was founded and was well known to the founding fathers. 

 

His early life and a summary of his regimental service are set out below.  It reveals a different age when the Empire 

was still very much in place.  

 

Arthur Kelly enlisted in the 5th Royal Irish Lancers in January 1901 aged 18 years and 4 months in Hull, having been 

born in Halifax on 11 September 1872.  He had previously been employed as a postman.  He was posted to India and 

the 12th Royal Lancers in 1906 where he embarked on his specialist career of a Gymnastic Instructor by qualifying in 

1908.  He served in India until 1910, after which he moved with the Regiment to South Africa where he stayed until 

1913.  He married his wife, Mary, in Durban, Natal in 1911 and on their return to England he also qualified as a 

Musketry Instructor.  They had two children, Mary (born 1911) and Grace (born 1913).  Sergeant Major Kelly went to 

war on 21 August 1914, a week after the main party of the Regiment had departed.  He served with the Regiment 

throughout the war and was awarded the Meritorious Service Medal for his services (one of only five in the 

Regiment).  He was commissioned in the Royal Field Artillery in November 1915 and it was while in this service that 

he was gassed at Passchendaele in 1917.  He was evacuated to England where he made a full recovery and continued 

to serve until his retirement in 1921. 

 

The following appreciation and account of his funeral appeared in the Welwyn Times of 6 May 1937: 

 

“ARTHUR KELLY - A Beloved Captain 

 

It is difficult to imagine the Garden City without Kelly.  He was one of the early residents, and for over a decade has 

been part and parcel of the life of the town.  It is not sufficient to say that he was popular.  In a very real sense he was 

loved - a phrase that cannot be used with sincerity of more than a few people in any place.  

 

Though Donald Hankey in ‘the Beloved Captain’, written during the war years, described a very different person, the 

essential qualities of the man he described were so much those which endeared Kelly to us that the passing of Kelly 

from our midst recalled that famous description to mind.  

 

Welwyn has been fortunate in the number of men and women who, during the last seventeen years, have served it in 

their generation, but there are few who contributed more in an unassuming way than did Kelly.  

 

It is well when such a man passes from our midst to do more than say we are sorry or sad, or that ‘he will be missed.’  

To me at any rate it seems that we should ask why he will be missed, and consider what were the services he rendered, 

and the qualities he possessed.  It is not so much what Kelly did, as what he was.  Certain qualities he possessed to a 

supreme degree.  
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First and foremost – a real love of humanity.  In all his dealings with youth, and they were many, especially in 

connection with the Boy Scouts, and the physical training of boys and girls, he made youth feel that he was really 

interested in them, and really cared about them. They were not just members of a troop or class, but individuals in 

whose welfare he was vitally interested.  And what was important, and where so many people fail - he was just as 

interested in those who were clumsy, or without natural aptitude, as in those who were successful. 

 

It was the same in his dealings with his contemporaries.  Unlike most of us, he was not critical of others, nor talked 

against people behind their backs.  Moreover, he was a man devoid of any kind of conceit, and never pushed himself 

forward.  What he did, he did for the love of doing it, without any desire to obtain credit.  

 

After a distinguished career as a physical training instructor in the army he used his expert knowledge and ability to 

the full, but no one ever got the impression that he was trying to ‘show off’. 

 

He was a man of great simplicity, as were Ebenezer Howard, John Fry, and Richard Wallhead, who in varying ways 

gave similar service to the community.  Our sorrow in his passing from amongst us will be mingled with gratitude for 

what he was. We shall all feel the better for having known him. 

 

Captain Kelly was buried on Monday.  The service 

was held at St. Francis, and afterwards at Hatfield 

Hyde, by the Reverend W Hardcastle, assisted by the 

Reverend J P P Gorton, Chaplain to the British Legion.  

The funeral cortege was headed by Captain Dougherty, 

Jack Palmer of the Fire Brigade and a party of 

representatives of the British Legion and Women’s 

Branch of the Legion.  Councillor Mrs Hopkyns 

represented the Urban District Council. 

Representatives from the Bridge Club and other town 

organisations were also present.  His old regiment, the 

12
th
 Lancers, sent a detachment of ten.  Four acted as 

bearers and two stood with lance pennons flying in the 

breeze outside the church door whilst the service was 

proceeding.  At Hatfield Hyde two trumpeters of the 

Lancers paid the final tribute with the notes of the Last 

Post.” 

 

 

۩  Shire Park parking 
 

Most members will know that car parking in Shire Park is an issue, as cars spills out onto neighbouring roads causing 

much frustration with householders in the Knightsfield and associated areas.  Tesco plc would like to erect a multi-

storey car park in Shire Park so that its employees have more space to park.  It would seem that discussions between 

them and the Planning Department appear to have reached an impasse: the plans so far submitted by Tesco plc break 

the Council’s car parking ratio of car parking spaces to office space. 

 

We have looked at the plans for the multi-story car park and, so far as we can see, we do not think the proposals will 

be injurious to the town and, for that reason, we have suggested that the Planning Department should be more flexible 

in the interests of the wider town.  We cannot help thinking that in this instance a little judicious pragmatism would be 

very advantageous to the town as a whole. 

 

۩  Estate Management Scheme 

 
Members know only too well that the Estate Management Scheme (EMS) has been the principal reason why the town 

has managed against all the odds to look a little different from all those almost identical ‘clone towns’ across the 

country.  We attribute this in large measure to the existence of the EMS which, along with the conservation area status 

of some parts of the Garden City, has enabled the town to keep pretty true to its architectural ideals. 

 

Some years ago, we were concerned that the EMS was starting to fail due to lack of enforcement, lack of support and 

publicity by the Borough Council.  The Society pressed for it to be reinvigorated and the Borough Council spent some 
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time, money and effort doing this.  It reissued the guidelines that were particular to the town and brought these up to 

date with our active involvement. 

 

At the time, the Society pressed for a forum to be set up to ensure that when the rules were broken, there would be an 

appropriate appeal mechanism in place so that residents could be heard properly in the event of a dispute.  An EMS 

Appeals Panel was eventually set up but without the independent architectural input that we had requested. 

 

In recent years we have been increasingly concerned that the Council has not been enforcing the scheme at all and we 

have been pressing for a more active approach to be taken so that manifest breaches were rectified.  In the most recent 

meeting of the EMS Appeals Panel, it is clear that some councillors are working towards destroying the integrity of 

the scheme by allowing changes to buildings - against the advice of Council officials. 

 

The effect of this is to set up a series of precedents for the future so that further breaches of the scheme will be 

possible, as residents can cite evidence of what has been allowed to take place previously.  This is now placing the 

entire scheme in jeopardy.  It is likely to have a significant impact on residents who are householders. 

 

We will bring this before members at the meeting on 17 March, details of which are mentioned on the front page of 

this newsletter. 

 

۩  Sherrardspark Wood guided walks 

 
The following walks have been organised by the Wood Wardens: 

 

Sunday 16 March 2.00 pm – Animal Tracks and Signs 

With Keith Seaman, Consultant Wildlife Biologist 

 

Sunday 6 April 2.00 pm – Before Sherrardspark Wood – the rocks beneath the trees 

An introduction to the geology of Sherrardspark Wood with Nikki Edwards, Wood Warden 

Saturday 26 April 2.00 pm – Cowslips and Bluebells 

With Neale Holmes-Smith, Environmentalist and Wood Warden 

 

Sunday 4 May 10.00 am – Discovery Tour of the Wood 

With Gary Dobrin and Peter Cade, Wood Wardens 

  

Sunday 11 May 2.00 pm – Common Woodland and Heathland Mosses 

With Dr Agneta Burton, Botanist (bring a hand lense if possible) 

 

Sunday 1 June 11 am – Foraging in the Wood for Food and Medicine 

With Mary Barton, Medicinal Herbalist and Health Coach 

 

Sunday 22 June 2.00 pm – Woodland Insect Life 

With Raymond Uffen FRES, County Recorder for Bees, Wasps and Sawflies (bring a hand lense if possible) 

 

Donation £3 per person.  Walks start from the Pentley Park entrance, near Templewood School unless otherwise 

advised.  Dogs on leads please.  Remember to wear suitable footwear.  For enquiries and pre-booking, telephone 

01707 324718. 

 

۩  Society postcards 

 
Following the announcement of the unfortunate closure of The Bookshop in the Howard Centre, you will be pleased to 

know that the four colour postcards published by the Society will be on sale at The Kiosk on the first floor of the 

Howard Centre, to the right of the doors leading through to the railway station. 

 

۩ Any thoughts or observations on this newsletter and/or the issues within, would be very much appreciated.  You can 

get in touch with the newsletter coordinator, Sheila O’Reilly, by email on sheila.oreilly@talktalk.net or by telephone 

on 01707 324272.  Alternatively, you can go online and approach the Society via the website (given at the top of page 

one) and the relevant person will get back to you. 


