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WELWYN GARDEN CITY SOCIETY 
Newsletter 

April 2019 
www.wgcsoc.org.uk 

Dear Member 

Please accept our apologies for the long gap between editions: unfortunately, life simply got in the way again. 

This edition brings you up to date with the latest news on the Draft Local Plan which will affect the town 

significantly as the century unrolls.  As you will see, it is your Committee’s view that this draft has a history 

of questionable decisions taken by the previous political leadership that are now haunting the new 

administration. 

Members should note that we have arranged for a talk by Marion Hill from Hertfordshire Archives on 

Wednesday 22 May at 7.30pm.  Those wishing to go need to book beforehand and further details are in this 

newsletter.  

We seem to comment adversely on the Council’s decisions frequently enough.  However, the latest idea 

coming from the Council offices proposes another 400 homes (or should they be called dwelling units?) on an 

enlarged Town Centre North development will cause more concern.  Please read it as we could not really 

make it up. 

Despite the issues before us, the town is looking good in our periodic sunshine and we hope you enjoy the 

read. 

 
Coronation Fountain in Parkway refurbished 
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۩ Town Centre North 
 
Occasionally, we just hear of plans in the making and very recently members of the Committee met 

consultants acting for WHBC in the matter of Town Centre North.  This is the area that is composed of the 

John Lewis car park, the roundabout between John Lewis and the Hunters Bridge multi storey car park, 

together with the row of shops along the east side of Jubilee Gardens comprising of NatWest Bank, the Bebo 

coffee shop, CEC currency exchange counter, etc. 

 

The plans for this area are comprised in a Special Planning Document (SPD) which can be found on the 

Council’s web site and which was the result of widespread consultation in 2014.  These plans are very much 

part of the Local Plan but were based on historical ratios of retail space required per head of population - 

which the Society criticised at the time, as it could see that the more widespread adoption of internet shopping 

was likely to decimate high streets up and down the country.  Moreover, we were sceptical of the proposed 

underground car park which was an essential part of the project.  This is what we said at the time of the 

consultation: 

 

“We note that the whole scheme is based on the nationally directed assumptions about the switch from High 

Street retail to Internet Shopping of one form or another.  We are not convinced that these are necessarily 

correct.  Certainly, the assumptions appear to be changing at a slower rate than the shopping trends appear to 

be. 

 

The whole basis of the scheme is dependent on being developed as a single entity and lacks the potential for 

phasing within the overall concept. This arises from the large basement car park which may be a substantial 

obstacle to any development.  Further, the number of spaces are unlikely to be justified by the costs of the 

construction and the massive works to undertake this would cause serious problems to all the transport, public 

and private, in this critical transport hub area over an extended period.” 

 

Since then, our internet predictions have turned out to be correct and we have no reason at this stage to change 

our views about the proposed car park. 

 

Much to our surprise, we learned that the consultants had been retained by the Council to look at moving this 

proposed project forward.  What we have learned is this: 

 

The area to be redeveloped now includes the land to the north of the two car parks behind the one belonging to 

Waitrose, between the college and the railway line. It is large and our local authority is the main landowner so 

that it would be a local authority initiative to develop it.  No physical work would begin until after 2020. 

So the project means that the current SPD has to be reviewed to take account of the Council’s latest thinking.  

This now includes the provision of up to 400 new homes in this area.  The project is partly funded by Homes 

England who have provided £6.1M and who have demanded that this level of housing be provided and that 

building is started by 2021-23, as otherwise the funding will be withdrawn. This increased housing proposal is 

also a result of the Council’s recent Call for Sites in light of the now 16,000 dwellings they are being asked to 

build in the Borough by 2032 (see Local Plan article for more about that). 

 

If this proposal was not bad enough, the conditions that the Council is basing its proposals on are nothing 

short of absurd.  These centre on the same ratios of retail space to housing that applied in 2014 which were 

already out of date, and which the Society adversely commented on as part of its consultation response at the 

time.  Since that time, internet shopping has developed still further and evidence of its impact is shown by the 

nineteen charity shops now taking up space in the town centre and the Howard Centre. 

 

In a town of increasing shop vacancies, the idea of further retail space seems like madness, as indeed was the 

original SPD, but what the Council has forgotten (not surprising as all the senior staff have changed in recent 

years) is that the original SPD was merely seen by the town as a way to stop private developments like the 

Tesco Superstore threat happening in the town centre.  The Society has made its views known to the 

consultants as no doubt have other groups.  Hopefully, a more carefully considered reflection will lead to a 

more sensible approach; one that will not lead to empty retail units and more housing than the local 
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infrastructure can accommodate.  The Society will monitor what is happening and will continue a dialogue 

with the Council and its consultants. 

 

 ۩  Welwyn Garden City railway station 
 

Members of the Society who are involved with the Centenary celebrations continue to push for the upgrade to 

Welwyn Garden City station, which remains one of the Welwyn Garden City Centenary Foundation’s 

(WGCCF) fourteen Signature Events. 

 

Through Govia Thameslink it has proved possible to access some £600k from the National Stations 

Improvement Programme (NSIP).  This work was essentially completed last December.  The work was for the 

parts of the station that are the responsibility of Govia Thameslink (platforms, garden beds, waiting rooms, 

toilets and passenger bridge) but have left the Network Rail areas (such as the pedestrian bridge to the Wheat 

Quarter and the station canopies) in a parlous state. 

 

The pedestrian bridge is still the subject of negotiations between Network Rail, WHBC and the developer of 

the Wheat Quarter.  Currently there seems to be a programme to complete by 2020 but regrettably it is still not 

properly confirmed. 

 

 
 
The photograph above shows one of the new flower beds but also shows the peeling canopy, the repair and 

painting of which are the subject of a separate contract being put out by Network Rail.  Lord Salisbury 

(WGCCF Patron) has had assurances from Sir Peter Hendry, Chairman of Network Rail, that this work will be 

completed by December this year.  It is understood that some monies from the NSIP contract have been held 

back by Govia Thameslink to finish the painting at platform level. 

 

As reported previously, a WGC Station Adoption Group has been set up by Lynda Cowan and her team.  

Members will have already noted the improvement to the gardens on the platforms.  The setting up of this 

group allows access to the funds of the Association of Community Rail Partnerships (ACoRP).  The Society 

was able to help in the setting up of this group by acting as its banker in its early stages. 

 

It is hoped that all this work on the station will result in another fitting entrance into the town in time for 2020. 
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۩ The Local Plan 

  

It is unsurprising that residents will be bored rigid by the goings on regarding the Local Plan, the process has 

now been underway for a decade.  Residents do receive an occasional update from the local authority which  

seeks to soothe the world into understanding that all is well but that perhaps it is a tad late.  However, it all 

seems to be a political trend that residents and voters must be bored into submission which will then be 

followed by happy acceptance. 

 

This seeks to bring you up to date or, put another way, what is really going on. 

 

Fundamentally, the Local Plan is some five years late and the Planning Inspectors have found significant 

flaws within it which, if finally agreed, will make the completion of the plan later still.  If the Borough has 

tackled this more energetically and properly, it would have all been dealt with long ago, but in the absence of 

action, new rules have come into force that make it even more demanding for the Borough. 

 

Where the Council has got it wrong is in its allocation of land for housing.  It has been seeking to take land 

from the green belt when there is still other land available which would cause less damage to the environment.  

Clearly, it would be illogical and inappropriate to release more Green Belt for housing if other areas of lower 

sensitivity are available.  This has come about because the Council has been led towards choosing land for 

housing in a way which it appears inconsistent between different areas within the Borough.  Cynics have 

suggested that this was done to protect certain areas from having to accept more housing than they would like.  

The Government appointed Planning Inspector alluded to this in a letter he wrote to WHBC on the 24 October 

2018 when he wrote, “I have noticed numerous objections to the assessments of particular areas of land.  

Whilst some of these may be partisan, not all appear to be and, having heard the evidence, I may well ask you 

to undertake a reality check of the alleged inconsistencies.” 

 

In addition, under central government rules, the Borough is still short of some 3,000 homes if it is to hit its 

‘Objectively Assessed Need’ for housing.  It is for this reason that the Council has had to make a further call 

for sites for housing which is now underway.  This will result in a listing of what housing could be placed 

where, its advantages and disadvantages in turn will have to go out to consultation and this all takes time.  

This delay is further aggravated by the local election which has to take place in a period of ‘purdah’– one 

where political issues may not be raised by Council officials as officially there are no Councillors in office. 

 

The number of new homes required must be reviewed annually based on the figures presented in the WHBC 

Annual Monitoring Report (AMR).  The 2012 report proposed a target of 6,800 new dwellings across the 

Borough by 2029.  The last AMR proposes a target of 12,000 new dwellings by 2032.  Most recently, the 

Inspector has stated that a target of around 16,000 new dwellings should be the Council’s goal if the Local 

Plan is to be found sound and approved by him. 

 

The Local Plan is not now expected to be finalised until spring 2020 so it is conceivable that the number may 

have to rise yet again.  It must be the case that if the plan had been finalised in 2015 as was the original goal, 

then the target would have remained at a far lower figure than 16,000 as it is now. The result will be more 

infill developments, more green space and potentially Green Belt lost forever.  The additional almost 10,000 

dwellings now on the table, most of which are in or adjacent to our town, will serve to urbanise our Garden 

City to some extent. 

 

It is apparent to us that much of this should and could have been avoided if the Local Plan had been better 

constructed and executed from the outset. It is also the case that residents and groups such as our Society have 

had very little opportunity to participate in the plan making process, despite our best efforts to do so.  If there 

had been a lot more local involvement there would probably have been fewer objections to the Draft Local 

Plan, and it may not now be five years overdue, with an ever-increasing number of dwellings needing to be 

built. 
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۩ The Barn Theatre 
 
We all know that the Barn Theatre was once….a barn, but little is generally known beyond that.  This article 

further summarises its history, following on from an article (Welwyn Garden City and the Agricultural Guild) 

in the February 2018 newsletter. 

 

The building was part of Lower Handside Farm.  The origin of the barn is not certain though, according to 

tradition, a 17
th
 century barn was moved to its present site from somewhere close by.  After many years of 

different ownership and redistribution of land, the farm became the home of the Horn family starting with 

Thomas Horn (1771- 1846).   

 

Members of the Horn family were very prominent in the local community.  In 1889, William James Horn was 

one of the first Hertfordshire Aldermen, or member of the Borough Council and his son became the Chairman 

of the Welwyn Garden City Urban District Council and thus the Horn family participated in the very 

beginning of the town. 

  

The Horn’s land, consisting of 640 acres, was bought in 1920 and in due course absorbed into the town.  

However, from 1921 to 1926 the barn was used as a dairy.  The cows were stalled and milked in the front part 

of the building and the milk was processed and bottled in the rear part.  The dairy prospered for many years. 

  

The concrete silo, now the symbol of the present day Barn Theatre, was built in 1922.  Four years later the 

dairy was closed, though the bottling plant in the rear was used by the dairy department of Welwyn 

Department Stores until the late 1930s when the milking equipment was removed. 

 

The theatre project began in 1930 and took a great deal of persistence, physical changes and hard work!  

However, one of the hardest jobs, which took years, was to combine almost all of the interested drama groups 

into one single functioning theatre group. 

 

In 1931, Dr Leonard Gray, a director of the original Welwyn Garden City Company, and then Chairman of the 

Theatre Society, together with representatives of the local groups, drew up plans for the theatre suitable for 

use by amateur actors.  Handside Barn was the chosen site.  Following much voluntary work, the old barn was 

converted into a small theatre, a project financed by Dr Gray. 

  

It opened as the Barn Theatre in January 1932 in essentially the same format that we know it now, although it 

is much improved and changed today. 

 

The first event at the Barn was four one-act plays given by the four most involved drama groups at its opening 

on 4 January 1932.  There followed years of dramatic activity, as well as improvements and changes in 

organisation with a pause when the building was taken over by the army in WW2. 

 

Later in 1969, the Barn Theatre Club Ltd was formed and then, a few years later, was turned into the Barn 

Theatre Trust Ltd which was set up as a charity.  In 1984, the Trust bought the freehold of the land, thus 

taking on the responsibility for maintaining a Grade II listed building.  Today, the enterprise flourishes both 

dramatically and socially.  There are ten productions a year, as well as other events – all in the same original 

barn. 

۩ Gosling Sports Park 
 

Discussions continue between representatives of the users of the Sports Hall at Gosling Sports Park which the 

current operator wishes to shut down and, implausibly, mothball.  It is too early to say if these discussions will 

succeed but, we are aware that a lot of effort is being put into ensuring that the Sports Hall is retained for 

sports users. 

 



6 

 

۩ Welwyn Garden City bus station 

Following up on the Society’s continuing push to improve the entrances into the town, the WGC 

Centenary Foundation, through its Welcome to WGC Working Group, was given the opportunity for 

an input into the finishing touches on the new £1 million bus station in the town centre. 
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It had been decided that the Louis de Soissons 1920 Town Plan should be the source of design for the 

bus station.  A high quality scan of the de Soissons plan was obtained (see previous page) and a 

descriptive panel produced (see below).  These were referred to in our last newsletter but they are 

included in this one.  

Descriptor for 1920 Town Plan 



8 

 

 

The safety decals on the plate glass walls of the station were produced by a local designer, Nick 

Starling.  They feature the stylised design of a garden city, the map’s border and the symbol used for 

the shopping area: all from the de Soissons Town Plan. 

 

۩ Welwyn Garden City Centenary 2020 
 
Residents will have noticed that some of our roads have been improved and repaired in the past few months.  

Parkway and The Campus are good examples of this.  Slowly our local authorities, both our own Borough 

Council and the County, have started improving the infrastructure as 2020 comes closer. 

 

There are quite a number of other improvements in the pipeline. This is apparently going to cover areas such 

as repairs to fences in the town centre, the flower beds and their manuring around the town, tidying all the 

trees into town as well as sorting out the roundabout by Stanborough Lakes.  This is very promising but just a 

shame that we have had to wait for our centenary for what should be routine maintenance issues to be 

addressed.  For further information on Centenary plans, please log on to their web site 

www.wgccentenary.org. 
 

۩ Colonel Sir Stanley Angwin, KCMG, KBE, DSO, MC, TD, DSc 
 
Sir Stanley and Lady Angwin moved to the Garden City in the early days of the City, originally living in one 

of the newly erected houses (number 37) in Brockswood Lane.  From approximately 1923 until his death in 

1959, Sir Stanley and Lady Angwin lived at 32 Guessens Road, the house opposite the end of Church Road 

with the very distinctive cream coloured plastered first floor overhanging room above the covered porch. 

 

During the First World War, Sir Stanley served in the Royal Engineers in the Gallipoli campaign where he 

was awarded the DSO and MC and was mentioned in despatches five times.  He also served in various other 

war theatres.  He later formed one of the first Territorial units of the newly formed Corps of Signals (later the 

Royal Corps of Signals).  He was also awarded the Territorial Decoration. 

 

He subsequently, and very unusually, received three Knighthoods: 

 

Knight Bachelor 1941 

KBE   1945 

KCMG   1957 

 

Throughout the Second World War he was Engineer in Chief of the Post Office, responsible for maintaining 

Post Office communications and advising the fighting services on all things concerning communications.  He 

was also Deputy Director General of the Post Office.  He was awarded several decorations by foreign 

governments for services to them during the war. 

 

Before the war, he was responsible for the construction of the Rugby Radio Station which, at the time, was the 

largest in the world.  He later became Chairman of Cable & Wireless and Chairman of the Commonwealth 

Telecommunications Board.  He was very involved with the development of the television service and was a 

Doctor of Engineering.  He was President of the Institution of Electrical Engineers and on the Council of the 

Institution of Civil Engineers. 

 

He served on many government and international committees both at home and overseas. 

 

Both Sir Stanley and Lady Angwin were involved in many of the early community activities in the Garden 

City.  Lady Angwin continued to live in Guessens Road until 1969.  She was a Town Councillor and Regional 

Controller of the WVS throughout the war. 
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۩ Panshanger Park update 
 

It was a crisp, sunny morning when half a dozen Friends of Panshanger Park set out into the Park to explore 

Tarmac’s proposed car park site. This intrepid band was led by Kate Harwood of the Gardens Trust, an expert 

on the heritage of Panshanger Park. 

 

Exchanges of claim and counter-claim between the ‘Friends of Panshanger Park’ and Tarmac have soured the 

relationship between the parties somewhat.  Tarmac are about 30 years late in fully opening the Park to the 

public as they were bound to do under the terms of the original planning approval, a claim they refute. 

 

Now Tarmac have, at last, made a planning application to locate a 150 vehicle car park, with toilet block and 

visitor information kiosk, on the site of their most recent quarry.  Access would be along the quarry access 

route from Panshanger Lane to the west of the Park. 

 

Tarmac have completed their gravel extraction here. They are legally bound to make the area good now, but 

their profits have been hit by Brexit uncertainty.  The demand for gravel and aggregates has slumped as fewer 

new road building projects are going ahead. 

 

As a result, Tarmac want to start making money out of this site, and it is expected that they will not develop 

the Park further until this planning application has been approved.  Historic England and the Gardens Trust are 

strongly opposed to the development of this site, on the grounds of heritage betrayal. 

 

This opposition is based on the location of the proposed car park within the ‘Repton Core’ of the Park (see 

below). This is the area around the floor of the Mimram Valley from which Humphry Repton based the vistas 

and views in the Park and its gardens in the late 18th century.  The proposed car park lies right next to the 

river.  It would spoil the uninterrupted view along the valley, Broadwaters and other lakes, and the panorama 

across the valley. 

 

A less controversial location for the car park would be at the North Lodge, next to the B1000 Hertford Road.  

This site is on the northern edge of the Park.  It has no heritage value, is flat, has utilities already in existence 

and is next to a bus route (the Heathrow to Harlow 724). 

 

However, Hertfordshire Highways would not allow 

vehicles to turn right off the B1000 into this entrance, and 

currently there is no bus stop nearby. There is also a 

sneaking suspicion that property developers have been 

eyeing up parts of the site for some time.  Indeed, some 

could probably be classed as a brownfield sites.  Tarmac 

have had offices here for many years and thus might gain 

planning permission quite easily.  They would undoubtedly 

offset their current loss of profit by selling off this land for 

housing (shades of the Gosling Sports Hall closure here 

maybe?). 

 

Opposition to the proposed car park, however, is not 

straightforward.  There is no doubt that a proper car park 

with visitor facilities is badly needed.  The only present 

parking area is close to Thieves Lane at the eastern end of 

the Park which is unsurfaced and has no visitor facilities 

apart from an information board. Rejection of Tarmac’s 

plan will bring further delay. 

 

The proposed site is currently a mess, bringing visual blight to the beautiful ‘Repton Core’, and until the car 

park issue is resolved, there is little chance of the west-east route along the Mimram valley becoming 

accessible.  This has long been a demand of the Society, as access from Welwyn Garden City is so much more 
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restricted while it is closed.  Let’s hope that good sense prevails one way or another, otherwise this story is 

liable to run and run. 

 

۩ Members’ event 
 

The Society will be holding an event on Wednesday 22 May 2019 to which all members are cordially invited. 

 

The event will predominantly be a talk presented by Marion Hill from Hertfordshire Archives.  It should 

include old film footage and photographs which might stir a few memories.  The town is facing a huge 

challenge from developers and others, as a large expansion unfolds over the next decade.  Now is the time to 

look back to our roots and not lose sight of Ebenezer Howard’s Garden City ethos, and how it can be adapted 

for the 21
st
 century. 

 

The event is free for members, with a small charge for non-members, refundable if they join the Society on 

the night. 

 

In order to set out the right number of chairs and provide enough tea and coffee, please email us at 

wgcsociety@live.com or call 01707 371187 to book your place, as we need to know how many people will be 

attending.  Please do not reply directly to this email address. 

 

The event will start at 7:30pm and last for approximately two hours.  There will also be updates on other local 

matters such as the Centenary plans, and an opportunity for a Q&A session on related matters. 

 

Venue: Christchurch Baptist Church, 20 Tewin Road, Welwyn Garden City AL7 1BW.  Please note that this 

is the Tewin Road site and not Parkway (see map below).  There is parking on site and overflow parking in the 

grounds of the NHS Community Trust building next door on Tewin Road. 

 

 
 

We look forward to seeing as many members as possible on the night for this enjoyable and informative event. 
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۩ Street lights 

For some time we have been puzzled by the variety of street lights that were being erected in the Garden City.  

We took the matter up with the local authority and were informed that these were simply temporary while a 

permanent design was agreed and subsequently sourced.  We found this strange at the time as a particular 

lantern design had been agreed upon some years earlier and we could find no reason why this should have 

changed.  We were promised a reply from Hertfordshire County Council by the end of March but this target 

date has not been met. 

For those who wonder what we are talking about, a selection of those that we have identified, together with 

some comments, are shown below: 

Type/ location Image Positives Negatives 

Reference 1 

Parkway Lantern 

 

Looks good and good 

light transmission. 

None 

Reference 2 

Street Lantern 

 

A compromise on 

Parkway. 

A compromise on Parkway. 

LP0077 Thorlux ‘Juno A’; Reddings 

 

Looks okay in situ but 

not comparable. 

‘Teardrop’ shape is not 

comparable. 

LP0010 CU Phosco ‘P107’; Blakemere Road 

 

The best of a bad bunch - 

closest to the current 

street lighting. 

Lantern is too narrow and 

not sufficiently sloped. 

LP0013 JW Lighting Welwyn RevB; Guessens 

Road 

 

None Small, narrow and anaemic.  

Solid base may cast 

shadows. 

LP0010 Phillips ‘Classic Clear’; Guessens 

Road 

 

The top looked right.  

Luminaires in cap avoids 

light shadows. 

Not comparable as 

excessively narrow.  A 

wider lantern may work? 

LP0018 DW Windsor ‘Salisbury’; Attimore 

Road 

 

Black colour is wrong? Wrong colour, small and 

anaemic.  Solid base casts 

shadows. 

LP0008 JW Lighting ‘Rev A’; Marsden Green 

 

Good light coverage 

(from reflection off lid?). 

Not comparable. 

 

Previously approved version (TBC) Team 

Lighting ‘Hatfield’  
http://www.teamlighting.com/product/hatfield/ 

 

Previously approved 

version.  Comparable 

Not included in this latest 

consultation. 
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Since this list was produced, two other examples of light fittings have been found.  We are pursuing the matter 

but it is all so needlessly complicated when all we want to do is have all the lights on lampposts fitting the 

agreed style that best fits the style that was chosen by Louis de Soissons many years ago. 

 

۩ The poster booths 
 

We are pleased to say that we have made some progress on this front, though it might not be apparent.  

 

We have at long last received a revised offer from the Crown Estate that is both sensible and makes it more 

possible to move ahead with the bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund.  This has been the source of difficulty for 

some time. 

 

We have a team working on this and finally we have made contact with the National Lottery Fund relating to 

aspects of their requirements.   

 

Earlier this year, the Fund changed all its funding rules as well as its web site and we have had to review our 

application against these new rules.  In particular, there is greater focus required on getting more people 

involved in ‘heritage’ and our bid for funds will need to take this into account. 

 

Hopefully, we will be able to take it forward another step very soon.  In the meantime, members of the Society 

have cleaned the fronts of the booths, painted them and will seek to keep them clear of illegal advertisements. 

 

۩ Interview with Ebenezer Howard from Millgate Monthly (undated) 
 

‘Every adult man is said to be on three committees, and every lady on five.  There are more ideas being 

brought into the life of the Garden City than in any other six square miles of the British Empire.‘ 

 

۩ As always, do let us have any article suggestions accompanied by relevant photos for future newsletters.  

Any thoughts or observations on this newsletter would also be appreciated by contacting the newsletter 

coordinator, Sheila O’Reilly, by email on sboreilly47@gmail.com or by telephone on 01707 324272.  

Alternatively, you can go online and approach the Society via the website (given at the top of page one) and 

the relevant person will get back to you.  


